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Migrant... not “Immigrant”

A migrant farmworker, or migratory agricultural worker:

1.  Seeks agricultural employment of a seasonal or temporary nature.
2.  Typically makes multiple interstate or intrastate residency changes 

to follow the qualifying work.

* A person’s citizenship status is not a factor for qualify for the Title I-C program



COVID-19 Shelter in Place Orders

Ø A community mitigation strategy used to restrict mobility to reduce 
the spread of COVID-19 in the United States.

Ø It required all residents to remain at home except when engaging in 
essential activities.



Federal “Essential Status” – March 2020

Ø Truck Drivers
Ø Emergency Services
Ø Financial 
Ø Government
Ø Military/Defense
Ø Health Care
Ø Agriculture & Food Production
• Agricultural farmworkers were initially ignored.





The Farmworker COVID-19 Experience

Impact on Workers...

Ø No income protection when 
contracting COVID or when 
required to quarantine.

Ø Poor access to proper PPE 
supplies.

Ø Lack of social distancing 
practices at work.

Impact on Children...

Ø Virtual school enrollment 
process. 

Ø No internet access available at 
home to log in to their classes.

Ø School’s hesitancy to lend out 
Chromebooks to migrant 
students.



Prioritized Vaccine Access 
for Migrant & Seasonal 

Farmworkers 



Post COVID-19
Ø Workers living with 

long-term COVID 
symptoms.
Ø Migratory families are 

settling out.
Ø Less family farms and 

more large scale 
corporate Ag businesses.

Ø An increase of foreign 
workers coming through 
the H2A visa program. 
Ø Educational progress of 

Migrant students are 
slowly returning to 
normal.


