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INTERIOR DESIGN

INTERIOR DESIGN
Kent State University’s College of Architecture and Environmental 
Design offers a professional accredited program in Interior Design. 
Human needs that can be fulfilled by the design of one’s surroundings 
are stressed in a program that educates interior designers to identify, 
research and creatively solve problems relative to the function and 
quality of one’s near environment.

The Interior Design program is an interdisciplinary program combining 
the resources of strong independent units with a cohesive base. The 
interdisciplinary nature of the Kent State Interior Design program is a 
major strength drawing from four strong and well-established programs 
in the university. Assistance from the schools of Art, Technology and 
Visual Communication Design, as well as the College of Architecture 
and Environmental Design, includes the contribution of courses and 
faculty as committee members on the interdisciplinary committee that 
guides the program. Investment in the program by the other disciplines 
is fostered through the role of the interdisciplinary committee composed 
of the interior design faculty, one member from each of the participating 
programs, one professional designer and one student. This committee 
reviews the curriculum and its development, advises regarding policy 
and participates in interviews of faculty candidates for the program. The 
three support programs are fully approved by the Accreditation Board 
for Engineering and Technology, the National Architectural Accrediting 
Board and the National Association of Schools of Art and Design. 

The high-quality in-depth experiences, provided to students through 
those opportunities, produce an interior design professional of con-
siderable complexity. Ultimately and theoretically, this leads to better 
professional interaction in the careers of interior designers who will 
have contact with architects, artists and industrial designers.

ACCREDITATION
The Council for Interior Design Accreditation (CIDA) is a specialized 
agency accrediting interior design programs at universities and colleges 
in North America and related international programs. Its mission is to 
promote excellence in interior design education through research and 
the accreditation of academic programs. Kent State University’s Interior 
Design program is CIDA accredited. A program may be granted a three- 
or six-year term of accreditation depending on its conformance with 
established educational standards. Kent State’s Interior Design program 
holds a six-year accreditation. More information concerning CIDA and 
its standards can be found on its website, www.accredit-id.org.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
There are several ways potential students may enter this CIDA-
accredited program. Most students will enter as incoming freshmen  

by declaring interior design as their major and meeting  
specific entrance requirements.

INTERIOR DESIGN MAjORS – INCOMING FREShMEN
Freshmen entering as interior design majors must have a com- 
posite ACT score of 22 (or a 1020 SAT combined critical reading  
and math score} and a high school GPA of 2.75 in order to be 
considered for admission. 

After admission, the student majoring in interior design must main- 
tain a GPA of 2.50 in all courses taken in the major (all courses  
in interior design, architecture, art, business and technology).

Upon admission, students can expect a minimum of four years  
for completion of the program.

Excellence in Action

COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE AND ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
Kent State University’s Interior Design program leads to a Bachelor of Arts degree. Competencies include fundamental design, design 
analysis, space planning, sustainability and programming, the design of all interior spaces and an understanding of other related aspects 
of environmental design. 

Special Programs
INTERNATIONAl STUDIES
The College of Architecture and Environmental Design  
has conducted an international studies program in  
Florence, Italy, since 1972. The Interior Design program 
offers students the opportunity to take advantage of that 
experience during the spring semester of the third year. 

The Florence Program typically includes coursework 
in Italian culture, language, interior design history and 
classical drawing, as well as the required design studios. 
Field study in Rome, Venice, Milan and Tuscan hill towns 
is included in this Italian experience. The school offers 
supporting services for participating students, including 
pre-program briefing for students and parents, travel  
preparation, transportation and living accom modations.

INTERNShIPS
Directed internships are a required part of the interior  
design curriculum. The internship must take place after the 
junior year with the majority of the students completing this 
portion of the program the summer before their senior year. 
Placement of students in local, national and international 
design and architecture firms is a cooperative procedure 
between faculty and students. 
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State’s degrees and majors, go  
online to www.kent.edu/gps.
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ChANGE OF MAjOR STUDENTS
All Kent State University students seeking 
to change majors to interior design must 
have a minimum GPA of 2.50 for all college 
coursework to qualify for admission. All 
requirements for interior design majors 
stated above must be fulfilled.

TRANSFER STUDENTS
Students from CIDA-recognized interior 
design programs may be admitted directly  
into interior design if they present an  
approved portfolio and an overall GPA of  
2.50. All requirements for the program must  
be met by transfer students from other  
CIDA-accredited programs.

Students from programs not recognized by 
CIDA must have a minimum GPA of 2.50 
for all college coursework. Transfer students 
will be placed as first-year interior design 
students, and courses that will be required 
to fulfill the minimum requirements for 
admission to the interior design major will  
be prescribed through advising at the  
time of admission.

POST-BACCAlAUREATE STUDENTS
Post-baccalaureate students seeking a  
second baccalaureate degree will be evalu-
ated for requirements on an individual basis 
and must have an overall GPA of 2.50 in all 
previous college-level work. Application for 
admission to the program by the procedures 
described above may be made at any time.  

STUDENT 
ORGANIZATIONS
Both the American Society of Interior 
Designers and the International Interior  
Design Association provide professional  
and leadership experiences for students  
by recognizing excellence in scholarship  
and through the encouragement of  
student interaction.


