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Despite the hard times,

campus life in the thirties,

as chronicled in the

Burrs, moved to the

same decorous measures

as it had from the school’s

beginning.

The throng of controversies marching abreast that assaulted Kent dur-
ing the last years of McGilvrey’s tenure did not disappear with his

dismissal. An official of the state department of education, serving as inter-
im president, soon buckled and collapsed under the pressure of student and
faculty criticism and bickering with the trustees. And the man chosen as
McGilvrey’s successor, David Allen Anderson, held office less than two years.
With the appointment of Kent’s third president, James Ozro Engleman, how-
ever, Kent sailed into an era (1928-38) of comparative peace and order.
Engleman came from OSU, where he had been an associate professor of
school administration, and with its blessing. An excellent writer, he was
reflective, warm-hearted, and serious-minded—a lay-minister who dearly
loved a pulpit, a lectern, and an audience. Like McGilvrey, his background
was in public schools. But, unlike McGilvrey, he was conservative to the
core—wary of new ideas, slow to embrace change, reluctant to ruffle
feathers.

During Engleman’s official inauguration ceremonies, on March 22, 1929, then
Governor Cooper announced he would sign a bill giving Kent the liberal arts
college for which McGilvrey, civic leaders, and the trustees had long lobbied.
But Engleman had quietly opposed it, partly because he sided with those
faculty who wanted Kent to remain a teacher training institution and partly
because he feared it would offend OSU.

The Great Depression, which began in 1929 when the market economy
exploded in the face of the business oligarchy that had ruled the country for
a decade, brought vast misery to the nation. At Kent, it made enrollments
rise steeply—fees were low and jobs scarce.The increase in enrollments
caused overcrowding in classrooms and residence halls. It also gave the
school its second “building  holiday”; the first had come with the post-World
War I recession and lasted until 1923, when the construction of Wills Gym
began hard by Blackbird Lake.The second “holiday” was far worse. Not a sin-
gle new building rose on campus from 1928 until 1940. Other institutions
received federal construction grants, but Engleman would have nothing to
do with President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal, which he put in the
same low category as the Ku Klux Klan and hard liquor. But soon after he
announced, in 1937, that he would retire the next year, the school won from
the Works Progress Administration (WPA) a large grant for a new science
building—the first new classroom building since 1914. Named for John
Edward McGilvrey, it completed his dream of a crescent of classical buildings
on Normal Hill.

Despite the hard times, campus life in the thirties, as chronicled in the Burrs,
moved to the same decorous measures as it had from the school’s beginning.
Homecoming highlighted the fall calendar, as Campus Day, with its songfest
and parade, did the spring. Students enjoyed formal dances and parties; teas
on the loggia of Kent hall; coffee and crullers at the Captain Brady across
from Prentice Gate; choir and orchestra concerts; lavish productions by nat-
ural dance classes; Coach Joe Begala’s championship wrestling teams. In win-
ter they sledded down Normal Hill and skated on Blackbird Lake. In summer
they watched Shakespearean plays alfresco on Front Campus. Local fraterni-
ties and sororities survived somehow, though many students worked at part-



time jobs, when they could find them. Men smoked pipes and wore argyle
sweaters under tweed sports jackets. On formal occasions women wore gloves
and gowns. The school year glittered with beauty and popularity contests—
and with dances featuring swing orchestras.“Frosh” had to wear beanies called
dinks and bow to upper class students during Freshman Week. Satin-clad cheer-
leaders cut their capers on the lawn behind Rockwell Library.

Students respected standards of decorum, deportment, and dress that would
seem bizarre to post-1960s generations. As college students, they thought of
themselves as adults, as ladies and gentlemen, and they were expected to com-
port themselves as such.Women had to sign in and out of their residence halls,
where they were forbidden to smoke and drink alcoholic beverages. They
were permitted to ride in an automobile with a man—but only in daytime and
only in the company of another woman. In 1935, the year Kent’s silver anniver-
sary photograph was snapped, there were 103 faculty members. Most lived
near enough to walk to campus and most knew each other. There were rough-
ly as many women faculty as men. All suffered sharp cuts in salary and were
paid in scrip during the bleakest years of the Great Depression.All attended
graduation ceremonies, lining up and processing in full regalia strictly accord-
ing to rank and years of service. The genial spirit of the school was Dean of
Men Raymond Manchester, a droll, affectionate, sentimental man. Each week his
“Saturday Letter” featured inspirational homilies, humorous anecdotes, and lam-
bent reflections on campus traditions. Manchester began putting the “Saturday
Letters” in the women’s mailboxes after the men complained theirs were being
stolen by the women.

But a few squalls did ruffle the calm. In April of 1933 a state committee,
trolling for funds to alleviate scandalous overcrowding in state mental hospi-
tals, pointed to Ohio’s 4,000 jobless teachers and proposed turning one of the
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The Kent State College band,

conducted by Professor Roy

Metcalf (third from left), has

grown from seven members to a

wide variety of performing

groups: Wind Ensemble,

Symphonic Band, Concert

Band, University Band, March-

ing Band, Basketball Band, Jazz

Ensembles, and Jazz Combos.



state’s four teacher training schools into a mental asylum.When the head of the
committee told the press Kent had the most suitable facilities, a drum-fire of
protest erupted from school officials, alumni groups mustered by ex-president
McGilvrey, local newspapers, and area civic and educational leaders. The plan
was quickly buried. Two months later David Ladd Rockwell, one of the
Trustees who had engineered the firing of both McGilvrey and  Anderson, did
the same to Engleman. But Engleman dug in his heels, refusing to accept dis-
missal. Outraged civic leaders and faculty rounded up support; local newspa-
pers denounced the Board’s action; students carried petitions to Columbus.
Engleman not only kept his job, he smote his foe hip and thigh, forcing Rock-
well off the Board. Then, in 1935, when George “Rosy” Starn was hired instead
of an expected “name” football coach, hundreds of students rose up in wrath,
paraded across campus, and buried President Engleman in effigy. And that
same year, after Mussolini’s armies invaded Ethiopia, traditional American isola-
tionism, coupled with pacifism spawned by disillusionment over World War I,
spurred some 1,200 students, brandishing antiwar placards, to march boister-
ously around campus.

The most momentous event of the Engleman years occurred on May 17, 1935,
when Ohio’s new governor, Martin L. Davey, founder of the Board of Trade that
had won the school for Kent village, signed House Bill 324, making Kent a uni-
versity. From its inception it had a clearly defined identity and mission: it was a
normal school for the preparation of elementary teachers. Hitherto its struggles
had been largely political rather than academic. But its transformation into a
university with graduate programs created pressures within the faculty for the
school to reexamine its identity and mission. Members of the colleges of Busi-
ness Administration and Liberal Arts claimed their programs should have the
same status and support as those of the College of Education. The bone of
contention was the axial principle that would determine the school’s structure
and direction: Should it go on stressing method over matter? Should it go on
defining itself as a professional rather than as a liberal institution? Engleman,
who favored a professional emphasis and feared offending OSU, refused to
grasp this thorny nettle. But by the time he retired, internal pressures had
grown so intense the Trustees were forced to take action. They hired a man
who would steer the school in a new direction.
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Kent’s third president, James Ozro

Engleman served from 1928 to 1938.

Football coach George “Rosy”Starn

(center), flanked by assistants Ray

Novotny (left) and Joe Begala

(right). Starn retired in 1943 with a

wining record of 34-28-4.




