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Making Meaning of May 4 
K-12 Teaching Plan 

Name of Educator:  Carrie Pratt 

Educator’s Teaching Plan Number & Title:  Project 33, “Making Meaning with May 4th Project” 

Level of Students for Educator’s Teaching Plan:  7th grade 

Subject Area for Educator’s Teaching Plan:  Social Studies 

Educator’s State:  North Carolina 

Description of Educator’s Teaching Plan:  Grandpa feels that young people should be seen and not 
heard. Students study the significance of May 4 and success in today’s protest movements to prove 
that their voices should be heard. They communicate that they can make positive social change: 
Dear Grandpa, . . . 

 

This educational teaching plan was developed during Kent State University’s Summer 2021 workshop titled Making 
Meaning of May 4: The 1970 Kent State Shootings in US History. The workshop was supported by Kent State and the 
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) grant program titled Landmarks of American History and Culture: 
Workshops for School Teachers. 

This teaching plan is shared to promote understanding of the Kent State shootings on May 4, 1970; enhance humanities 
education across the disciplines; and illustrate the meaning of May 4 for today. 
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How do youth voices impact cultural revolutions?









Links To Use: 

https://earth.google.com/web/

https://www.google.com/maps

https://www.kent.edu/



Links To Use: 

https://www.kent.edu/may-4-1970

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lmd6CHah7Wg

[Clip of Vietnam War protest]
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[Photo - Prior to the shootings, one student 
throws back a tear gas canister]



[Photo close up - Before advancing on students 
on the Commons, some guardsmen on one knee 
brandish grenade launchers]



[Photo - Kent State student Jeffrey Miller face 
down on the pavement after being killed by a 
guardsman]



https://omeka.library.kent.edu/special-collections/kent-state-shootings-digital-archive


Choose a photo from the archives that you think shows students standing up for what 
they believe in. 
Insert the photo and citation. 
Explain why you chose this picture.



Choose a photo from the archives that you think shows students standing up for what 
they believe in. 
Insert the photo and citation. 
Explain why you chose this picture.
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