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Purpose of the Deaf Residential School One-Week Practicum Program
The purpose of the one-week practicum at a Residential School is for candidates in Deaf Ed and Ed Interpreting majors to experience this environment as an alternative to public school settings and as the traditional center of Deaf Culture and cultural transmission.  Candidates should be involved in both residential and academic activities including assisting dormitory staff during meal times, recreation, and various activities.  Candidates should schedule a time to meet and talk with support and assessment staff, if possible, including audiologists, speech therapists, psychologists, diagnosticians, and others in order to learn the scope of services available and the training of these professionals.  The candidates who have done this experience have all felt it was extremely positive and they learned a great deal.  Some of the possible experiences include observing the following:

· Classrooms:   preschool, primary, upper elementary, middle school, high school, to contrast with their observations of public and day-school classes, deaf teachers and hearing teachers, ASL classes for deaf or hearing students and/or parents. 
· Special Classes:  vocational, work-study, career planning, electives (home ec, art, computers, yearbook, newspaper), public school mainstream/inclusion, reverse mainstreaming, parent-infant, multiple disabilities, gifted/talented, sign language, Bi-Bi, etc.
· Interpreting Experiences:  campus classes, public school classes, meetings, and 
extracurricular activities.
· Extracurricular:   sports, clubs, cheerleaders, sign choir.
· Support Services:  audiologist, speech therapist, social worker, counselor, psychologist, health/infirmary, interpreter, family support, family sign classes.

· Additional Experiences:  faculty or staff meetings, IEP meetings, Parent/home visits.
♦ Candidates will also be required to keep a daily log of:

(a)  daily activities, experiences, interactions, and observations.




(b)  evaluation of these activities/observations (how you felt about these.) 



(c)  reflection of what was learned (about self, the students, or the school)


      and how this might influence later professional work.

♦ Evaluation of the Residential School:  
Print and fill out the attached site evaluation form, via (email confirmation attachment).  Candidates are asked to evaluate the school site to provide valuable information to future KSU candidates of the experience including:

(a)  strengths or positive learning experiences.


(b)  problems or concerns encountered with the setting or experience.



(c)  recommendation for this same experience for future candidates.



(d)  other suggestions for how KSU might better prepare candidates.

♦ Log and Evaluation Forms:  

Turn in your log and site evaluation upon your return to KSU to 405 White Hall, to Dr. Pam Luft, (Deaf Ed Majors), or Ms. Kathy Geething, (ASL/English Interpreting Majors).

♦ Evaluation of KSU Candidate:  
An evaluation by the school site will be used to assess candidates participation in this practicum.  The evaluation will be based on the candidates professionalism and basic signing skills in preparation for student teaching and full-time work.  Candidates grade will be submitted when completing the practicum and a successful evaluation has been received by the school site.
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