UNIVERSITY RESEARCH COUNCIL (URC)
FY 2012-2013

All forms can be downloaded at URC website: http://www.kent.edu/research/committees/urcforms.cfm
Please note: requests seeking reimbursement for research or travel that has already occurred will not be considered.

	Members       * = alternates
Laura Bartolo
  A&S

21691
lbartolo@kent.edu
Cathy DuBois
  MIS

21157
cdubois@kent.edu
Josefina Grau
  Psychology
23106
jgrau@kent.edu
Ann Jacobson
  Nursing

23686
ajacobso@kent.edu
Janice Kroeger
  TLCS

22580
jkroeg1@kent.edu
Donna Lee
  Music

29241
dlee3@kent.edu
Spyridon Margetis
  Physics

29739
smargeti@kent.edu
Francoise Kenney
  MCLS

22150
fkenney@kent.edu
Kazadi wa Mukuna  Music

23041
wcary@kent.edu
Wendy Umberger
  Nursing

28813
wlewando@kent.edu
Roberto Uribe
  CAEST

29218
ruribe@kent.edu
Christopher Was
  Lifespan Dev
22294
cwas@kent.edu
*Nichole Egbert-      Comm Studies       23314      negbert@kent.edu
  Scheibelhoffer
*Hassan Peyravi  Computer Sci      29062     hpeyravi@kent.edu
	Meetings
University Research Council generally meets once per month during the academic year and does not meet during the summer. Proposals should be submitted to the RASP office by the first week of the month in order to be reviewed at that month’s meeting.

Role and Mission

URC’s mission is to foster and stimulate the research mission of the University by studying and recommending policies; recommending priorities for support; recommending faculty research appointments and publicizing research efforts at the University.  The URC consists of 12 faculty members representing the various scholarly disciplines of the University.

	Types of Activities Supported by URC

With the exception of Conference Travel funding, URC support is limited to full time tenured and tenure track faculty.  Emeritus faculty are also eligible.

The activity must fit a definition of research that includes original contributions to knowledge and other valuable creative activities, such as those in the fine arts and music, not directly related to teaching.  Among the activities NOT suitable for support from URC funds are various kinds of public and professional service outside the University for which a faculty member may be compensated; preparation of textbooks that do not make a direct and significant original contribution to knowledge; attendance at workshops and training seminars; and practice to maintain or develop a skill utilized in teaching.
	Conduct of Research, Scholarship and Creative Activity
Monies for materials, supplies, travel and services directly in support of research and creative activities may be requested, but not faculty salary support.  Funding for research assistants may also be requested, but proposals should not be primarily for thesis or dissertation research.  URC funds are intended to serve as seed money, not for general operating support or for already funding activities.  The maximum award is $2,500 per year in this category.  These grants are awarded on a competitive basis; faculty must provide a concrete plan for future grant submissions commensurate with standards in their disciplines.  To encourage broader participation, a faculty member is not eligible for a second grant for 1 year following the completion date of a prior award.  See the application form for detailed guidelines.

	Research Travel Support
Applications for travel support must show how the travel will further research efforts or extramural funding.  The least expensive and most practical mode of transportation must be chosen. Full reimbursement by URC cannot be expected, especially for large amounts. State regulations prohibit travel advances, but airfare may be purchased and reimbursed in advance.  The URC does not cover the cost of meals during research trips.
	Conference Travel Support
The URC can provide up to $500 for one domestic or international conference per year (July 1-June 30).  This support is to assist in the dissemination of research and scholarship and is not for attendance at workshops. Temporary and part time faculty are eligible to request  conference travel support.

	Publication of Research, Scholarship and Creative Activity

Funds may be requested for copying manuscripts, purchase of reprints, permission and copyright fees, page charges, and indexing.  With limitations, the URC also considers requests for publication subventions.  See Subvention Policy listed separately.
	Reprint Support
The URC will support one-half the cost of the first 100 reprints of an article, based upon the assurance that the other half is being paid by the department or other sources.

	Page Charge Support

If page charges are required for publication of article, the URC will pay one-third the costs with the assurance that the author has made provision for payment of the other two-thirds.
	Copy Support

The URC will support the costs of having the final draft of a monograph or book length manuscript copied or for data copied at a library.

	Subvention

Half the publisher’s requested fee up to a maximum of $1,250 may be requested, with documentation that the publisher has a policy of objective refereeing and publishes in the faculty member’s field. A copy of the publisher’s book list and a copy of a published book should be provided, if possible, as well as a copy of the author’s contract with the publisher.
	Speaker Support
Support for guest scholars may be requested if the person’s visit will benefit and be sponsored by more than one academic unit and if the person has a national reputation and will present colloquia/lectures or exhibits open to all members of the University community.  The URC will provide up to 50% of the funding to a maximum of $1,500 to bring one scholar to campus per event.  These funds can be used for an honorarium or other expenses directly related to the scholar’s visit.  Only 1 request per faculty member per academic year is permitted.

	Computer Equipment Support

In general, the URC does not fund requests for computer support.  In exceptional circumstances the URC will consider requests for computer equipment, up to a maximum of $2,500.  The computer must be used only for scholarly activity, not editing or printing of manuscripts/articles or storage of data.  In many cases it is likely to be specialized equipment that could not be adapted for multi-purpose use and is necessary to support ongoing research that may lead to extramural funding.
	Development of Extramural Funding

Support for discussions with program officers and other funding agency personnel on specific proposal, project or program matters may be requested.


	Undergraduate Research Supplement for Conduct of Research, Scholarship and Creative Activity

In the interest of ensuring that undergraduate and graduate education reinforce each other to create an optimal learning environment, the URC encourages Research, Scholarship and Creative activity proposals from faculty that actively involve undergraduate students.  An additional $1,000, up to a maximum of $3,500, may be sought with the stipulation that the student(s) provide a 1 page thesis statement of objectives and expected outcomes from their participation.  Additionally, the faculty member must describe how the student will play a substantive role in the project.
	Undergraduate Research Scholars Program
Research demonstrates that students learn best by doing or participating directly in hands-on activities, scholarly endeavors, or creative activities. As part of the University’s AQIP Undergraduate Research Project, the Undergraduate Research Scholars program will provide undergraduates with grants of up to $500 to engage in authentic research, scholarship or creative activity under the guidance of a faculty mentor to enrich their learning experience.  
Priority will be given to degree-seeking students.  Mentors may be TT/T, NTT or adjunct faculty members.  The application must be written by the undergraduate with guidance from the faculty mentor.  The mentor must approve the application before submission.

	Summer and Academic Year Research Appointments

In the interest of promoting and providing time for faculty scholarship, particularly work that may increase chances for extramural funding, each Fall the URC invites proposals for either a 10-week appointment during the summer or for one semester during the academic year at full pay.  The summer appointment carries a $6,500 stipend.  Faculty may not receive awards in consecutive years.  

Proposals are reviewed by screening committees chaired by URC members and comprised of faculty members in the following clusters of disciplines: Natural Sciences and Mathematics; Professional Schools; Arts; Humanities; and Social and Behavioral Sciences.
Seven copies of the proposal and condensed CV should be submitted to the Research and Sponsored Programs office in Cartwright Hall by 5:00 on the first Monday of October.

A report of accomplishments is due by Sep. 15 following the appointment period.
	Interdisciplinary Research Projects
Interdisciplinary proposals are accepted in the Summer Research appointment competition that are authored by two faculty members in different academic units.  The proposal, if recommended for an award, provides a stipend or released time for each faculty member.
To be considered for funding the proposal must describe a project in which both faculty members contribute in approximate equal measure.  The proposal must clearly describe the contribution each faculty member will make toward the successful completion of the project.
This modality is implemented to promote, support and nurture interdisciplinary research activities at KSU.  The expected outcomes of such projects must include, but not necessarily be limited to, publications, presentations at professional meetings, and the preparation of a proposal for submission to an external funding agency.  

	Outstanding Research and Scholarship Award

Formerly known as the Distinguished Scholar Award, these awards are intended to honor Kent State’s finest researchers and scholars. Recipients are selected based on the quality of their research and its impact on society.  
Any member of the KSU community, including faculty, emeriti, staff, students and alumni, may nominate any KSU faculty member, except those who have previously received a Distinguished Scholar award.  
See list of previous winners here:  http://www.kent.edu/research/committees/dsapastwinners.cfm
	2012 Outstanding Research and Scholarship Awardees
Carmen Almasan, Physics
Kenneth Bindas, History

John Gunstad, Psychology

Antal Jakli, Chemical Physics

Thomas Janson, Music

Laura Leff, Biological Sciences


PAGE  

