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STEM OPT VALIDATION 
REPORT TUTORIAL

International Student and Scholar Services

330.672.7980

isss@kent.edu
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DISCLAIMER

Any views or suggestions expressed or contained 
herein are not the official views of Kent State 

University or legal advice. This PowerPoint tutorial is 
an educational benefit provided to you by ISSS, but 

for more in-depth questions, we recommend 
consulting an immigration attorney. 

10/21/2020
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VALIDATION REPORTS

• You must confirm your employer details every 6 months

• Failure to report could affect your current status as well as the ability 
to gain future statuses

• Your reporting due dates can be found in your SEVP Portal
• They are based off your STEM OPT authorized dates in 6-month increments

• You can submit your report up to 30 days before the due date and 10 
days after

• To submit your validation report, you must complete the STEM OPT 
Employer Information Form

• Select “Validation reports” for the first question then select the appropriate report (6, 
12, 18, or 24 months)

https://www.kent.edu/globaleducation/stem-opt-employment-information-form
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COMPLETING THE I-983

Evaluation on Student Progress: Completed by student and 
employer

• You must complete two self-evaluations:
• Evaluation 1 – after 12 months of your STEM OPT

• Evaluation 2 – after 24 months of STEM OPT or if you leave an employer  

• Evaluations should be done on the I-983 for that specific employer

• Evaluations must be signed by the student and the supervisor and 
then submitted to the DSO via the STEM OPT Employer Information 
Form

https://www.kent.edu/globaleducation/stem-opt-employment-information-form
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6-MONTH VALIDATION REPORT

• Step 1: Login to your SEVP portal and confirm your local address is up to date
• Update local address if necessary

• Step 2: Verify that your employer information is correct
• If your current employer is not listed, you must first report your new employer information and 

then complete your validation report

• Step 3: Submit your validation report through the STEM OPT Employer 
Information Form

• Select “validation reports” then hit next

• Select “6-month update” then hit next

• Complete the entire form and upload your I-983

• Step 4: Once you receive confirmation from ISSS that your validation report 
has been submitted to SEVIS, login to your SEVP portal to confirm the status 
has changed from “due” to “completed” (this will take 24 hours to update in 
your portal)

https://www.kent.edu/globaleducation/stem-opt-employment-information-form
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12-MONTH VALIDATION REPORT

• Step 1: Login to your SEVP portal and confirm your local address is up 
to date

• Update local address if necessary

• Step 2: Verify that your employer information is correct
• If your current employer is not listed, you must first report your new employer information 

and then complete your validation report

• Step 3: Complete the evaluation on student progress on page 5 of your 
I-983

• The date range should be the first day of your STEM OPT to the date you’re completing 
the evaluation (around 12-months from the first date)

• OR your start date with that employer to the date you’re completing the evaluation 
(around 12-months from the first date
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12-MONTH VALIDATION REPORT

Be Sure to complete only the first of the two self-evaluations 
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12-MONTH VALIDATION REPORT

• Step 4: Review the evaluation with your employer so they can sign and date

• Step 5: Submit your validation report through the STEM OPT Employer 
Information Form

• Select “validation reports” then hit next

• Select “12-month update” then hit next

• Complete the entire form and upload your I-983

• Step 6: Once you receive confirmation from ISSS that your validation report 
has been submitted to SEVIS, login to your SEVP portal to confirm the 
status has changed from “due” to “completed” (this will take 24 hours to 
update in your portal)

https://www.kent.edu/globaleducation/stem-opt-employment-information-form
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18-MONTH VALIDATION REPORT

• Step 1: Login to your SEVP portal and confirm your local address is up to 
date

• Update local address if necessary

• Step 2: Verify that your employer information is correct
• If your current employer is not listed, you must first report your new employer information 

and then complete your validation report

• Step 3: Submit your validation report through the STEM OPT Employer 
Information Form

• Select “validation reports” then hit next
• Select “18-month update” then hit next
• Complete the entire form and upload your I-983

• Step 4: Once you receive confirmation from ISSS that your validation report 
has been submitted to SEVIS, login to your SEVP portal to confirm the 
status has changed from “due” to “completed” (this will take 24 hours to 
update in your portal)

https://www.kent.edu/globaleducation/stem-opt-employment-information-form
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24-MONTH VALIDATION REPORT

• Step 1: Login to your SEVP portal and confirm your local address is 
up to date

• Update local address if necessary

• Step 2: Verify that your employer information is correct
• If your current employer is not listed, you must first report your new employer 

information and then complete your validation report

• Step 3: Complete the final evaluation on student progress on page 5 
of your I-983

• The date range should be the day after your previous evaluation end date to the date 
you’re completing the evaluation
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12-MONTH VALIDATION REPORT
Be Sure to complete the second of the two self-evaluations 
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24-MONTH VALIDATION REPORT

• Step 4: Review the evaluation with your employer so they can sign 
and date

• Step 5: Submit your validation report through the STEM OPT 
Employer Information Form

• Select “validation reports” then hit next

• Select “24-month update” then hit next

• Complete the entire form and upload your I-983

• Step 6: Once you receive confirmation from ISSS that your validation 
report has been submitted to SEVIS, login to your SEVP portal to 
confirm the status has changed from “due” to “completed” (this will 
take 24 hours to update in your portal)

https://www.kent.edu/globaleducation/stem-opt-employment-information-form
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Thank You.
www.kent.edu
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