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What is GPS? 
 
The Graduation Planning System is designed to provide you with an easy to understand, clearly 
defined pathway toward degree completion.  It consists of four parts:  Roadmaps (semester 
plans), Degree Audit (official graduation requirements), Individualized Degree Plan (each 
student’s approved plan of study defined by semester), and Tracking (coming in the near 
future). This document will focus on the Degree Audit and Individualized Degree Plan. 
 
Note:  GPS is for undergraduate students in catalog years 2010 and beyond. 
 

Roadmaps: 
Kent State’s degree program Roadmaps are available on the Kent State homepage, or 
from within the FlashLine portal. They are available in PDF format and can be printed. 
Once you have been admitted into a program of study, you will be able to create an 
Individualized Degree Plan that is based upon the Roadmap.  
 
Degree Audit: 
GPS includes a degree audit which is a summary of your degree requirements merged 
with your academic record which will provide a real-time assessment of your progress 
toward graduation. The audit is organized in blocks of like requirements. Examples 
include the Kent Core block, major block, university requirements block. The Degree 
Audit is the official list of all requirements for graduation. 
 
Individualized Degree Plan: 
You will create a Degree Plan that begins with the requirements in the Degree Audit, 
organized in a Roadmap format, but tailored to your unique situation.  For example, if 
you have transferred to Kent State or have post-secondary or AP credit, this will be 
accounted for in the Degree Audit and only remaining unmet requirements (courses) 
will be reflected in your individualized Degree Plan.  The Degree Plan can be adjusted to 
fit your needs, including shortening your time to graduation, adding summer terms, or 
expanding your program length to accommodate a work schedule or family 
responsibilities. Once approved, your Degree Plan is the path you will follow to 
graduation. 
 
Tutorials: A series of tutorials for the GPS Audit and Plan are available at 
http://www.kent.edu/gps/plan/students.cfm 
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Accessing GPS 
You will access GPS through FlashLine, choosing the Student Tools & Courses tab. In the middle 
column, in the Graduation Planning System (GPS) area, choose “Degree Audit and Plan.”  

 
GPS Functionality Description 

GPS AUDITS TAB  

1. Student View (default) Provides general information about your complete and 
incomplete requirements, grouped into logical blocks (sections). 

2. Registration Checklist Shows only the unfulfilled requirements that are “Still Needed” 
on the audit 

3. What If Provides a view of a degree audit for a proposed new program of 
study using your current class history. This is helpful for change 
of program planning. 

4. Look Ahead Provides the ability to list courses that may be taken in the 
future to see their effect on your audit.   

5. Class History Link  Shows chronological list of all course work on your academic 
record. 

PLANNER TAB See Section 2: Planner for additional functionality 

1. Planner  Used by you and advisor(s) to create and view Degree Plans.  

NOTES TAB  

1. View Notes Provides a view of all of the notes entered in your audit. The 
Notes can also be viewed at the end of the audit. 

GPA CALC TAB  

Graduation Calculator This can be used to give you a general view of the average GPA 
needed throughout your final credits to achieve your desired 
GPA. 

Advice Calculator This can be used to figure out how you can impact your GPA 
using actual grades as advice. It is more specific than the 
graduation calculator. 
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Using GPS:  An Overview 
 

Section 1: GPS Audits  

 
What is a Degree Audit? 
GPS includes a degree audit which is a summary of your degree requirements merged with your 
academic record, which will provide a real-time assessment of your progress toward 
graduation. The audit is organized in blocks of like requirements. Examples include the Kent 
Core block, major block and university requirements block. The Degree Audit is the official list 
of all requirements for graduation. 

 

A. Student Context Information: The Context information includes the following: Your 

KSU ID, Name, Degree, Major, Class Level and Last Audit. 
 If you have multiple degrees, the Degree dropdown box will display all of the degrees.  
 If you have multiple majors within the same degree, all majors will be reflected in the 

audit for that degree. 
 Class History provides a term-by-term summary of all of your course work. 
 The Last Audit date is the most recent date on which the audit was run for the chosen 

program. This updates each time the “Process New” button is pressed. 
 When running the Audit, you should always click the “Process New” button 

 to ensure that the most up-to-date audit data are being viewed. 
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B. GPS Audit Blocks 
 

STUDENT VIEW: Your demographic information.  
 

 
 
HOW TO CALCULATE HOURS TO DEGREE USING THE GPS AUDIT 
In order to properly calculate the hours that count toward completion of your degree, follow these 
steps: 

1. Begin with Earned Hours on the Audit 

 
  

2. Deduct all hours in the “Ineligible” block 

 
This is the total of all completed and eligible hours that count toward graduation.  In this 
example those hours are 113 – 3 = 110. 
 

3. If you want to include hours registered + hours that are IP, IN, NR in the calculation of hours to 

degree, simply add the hours indicated in the “In-Progress” block.  The total is displayed in this 

block. 

 
This student has 110 (Hours to Degree) + 12 (Credits Applied in “In-Progress”) to equal 122 
Hours to Degree that include registered, IN, IP, NR grades. 
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DEGREE BLOCK: A summary of all of the requirements for your degree. When the header bar of 
the Degree block has a , you have met the requirements for graduation. All individual 
requirements within the block will also have a . The  indicates that the requirement is in-
progress. Each requirement displayed in this block contains a link to the section of the audit 
where the full set of requirements (courses and/or non-course requirements) is displayed.  
Advice in this block will no longer display when the requirement has been met (example: total 
hours, GPA, and residency). 
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UNIVERSITY REQUIREMENTS: A summary of the university requirements needed for 
graduation. 

 
UPPER DIVISION REQUIREMENTS: A summary of your Upper Division (30000, 40000 level) 
course work is displayed in this block. 
 

 
 
KENT CORE REQUIREMENTS: Kent Core requirements are displayed in this block. 

 
  



GPS Student Manual 
 

Page 9 of 16 
 

NOTE: Clicking on the Course ID of a “Still Needed” course in any block opens a separate 
window (CourseLink) which provides the course description, including prerequisites.  If 
registration is currently open, CourseLink will also indicate the registration status of each 
section.  

 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS: This block will appear only for programs that require a 
foreign language. 
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MAJOR REQUIREMENTS: Major requirements are displayed in this block. If you have multiple 
majors within the same degree, you will have multiple major blocks. The advice in this block will 
no longer display after the requirements are met.  

 
ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS: Some programs have additional requirements which are defined 
in this block.   
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CONCENTRATION REQUIREMENTS: Concentration requirements are displayed in this block. 
You will have multiple concentration blocks if you have multiple concentrations. 

 
ADDITIONAL CONCENTRATION REQUIREMENTS: Some programs have additional 
concentration requirements which are listed in this block.   

 
 
TRANSFER MODULE STATUS: This block is informational only. The Ohio Transfer Module (OTM) 
is not a graduation requirement, therefore this block will always display with the  and will not 
affect your graduation status. If you would like to see your individual OTM completion status, 
you can follow the instructions within the block. The OTM block will not appear if it has been 
completed.  You may view additional information about the Ohio Transfer Module at 
http://www.kent.edu/catalog/2011/courseinformation/transfermodule/index.cfm . 
 

 
  

http://www.kent.edu/catalog/2011/courseinformation/transfermodule/index.cfm
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GENERAL ELECTIVES: Course work that does not fulfill any of the specific course requirements 
in the audit is displayed in this block. These courses count in earned hours and your cumulative 
GPA. 

 
INSUFFICIENT: Course work that has a grade that does not qualify to be used toward the 
degree, or has been forgiven (Repeat for Recalculation/Academic Forgiveness) will appear here. 
These courses cannot be used to satisfy degree requirements but will count in the GPA unless 
they have been recalculated or forgiven. 

 
IN-PROGRESS: Current or future term course work is displayed in this block, in addition to 
applying to the appropriate requirement. 

 
INELIGIBLE: Course work that is not eligible to be counted toward graduation requirements is 
included in this block. This includes developmental course work as well as attempts that exceed 
a limit, and duplicate courses.  The grades earned in these courses will count in the GPA. 
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EXCEPTIONS: If exceptions to program requirements have been granted, they will appear in this 
block. 

 
NOTES: View Notes entered in the GPS Audit.  

 
LEGEND: Terminology and symbols used in the GPS Audit. 

 
DISCLAIMER: A statement of responsibility regarding the GPS audit and graduation application 
deadlines. 
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C. What If Audits:   Running a What If audit will display the results when a proposed 

program change is considered, using your current class history.  Select the What If criteria 
for the scenario to be examined, then click the Process What-If button to view the results of 
the audit.  NOTE: You must choose the college that is associated with the major to ensure 
that all requirements will appear correctly.  If you are not sure of the college, you can verify 
that on the Explore Majors and Degrees web page at www.kent.edu/gps. 
 

 
 

http://www.kent.edu/gps
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D. Look Ahead Audit:  This option provides audit results utilizing courses for which you plan 

to register in future terms.   Enter the subject and number of the planned course and click 
“Add Course.”  This will move it to the right side of the page.  Once you have entered all 
desired courses, click “Process New” to view the results. 
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Section 2: Using the Degree Planner 
See tutorials at www.kent.edu/gps/plan/students.cfm 
 

What is a Degree Plan?  A Degree Plan is your path to graduation that begins with the 

requirements in the Degree Audit, organized in a semester by semester format, and is tailored 
for your unique situation. The Plan can be adjusted to fit your needs, including shortening or 
lengthening your time to graduation, depending upon your individual circumstances.  Once 
approved, the Degree Plan is what you will follow to graduation. 
 

Who gets a Plan? 
 All undergraduate students, except those in a non-degree program, will have a Degree 

Plan.  

 Plans can only be worked on with an advisor’s assistance. 
 

The Plan 

 
 

http://www.kent.edu/gps/plan/students.cfm

