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Excerpt from the Prologue: We Cannot Create What We Cannot Imagine

The teaching we imagine emerges from a student-centered profession driven by new tools, organizations and ideals. Some of the concepts and principles that shape our vision come from the past, not the future. But they are principles yet to be achieved in most of our nation’s public schools, where too many promises of educational opportunity remain unfulfilled.  Our collective understanding is built from the need to transcend the long-standing dysfunctional debates over the status of teaching and the historical imperatives of gender, race, and class that have so often undermined efforts to ensure qualified and effective teachers for every student in America’s system of public education.  Our collective vision rests on four emergent realities:

· A transformed learning ecology for students and teachers

· Seamless connections in and out of cyberspace

· Differentiated pathways and careers

· “Teacherpreneurs” who will foster innovation locally and globally

Our collective hopes rely on six levers for change. These include:

· Engaging the public in provocative ways

· Overhauling school finance systems

· Creating transformative systems of preparation and licensing

· Ensuring school working conditions that we know promote effective teaching

· Reframing accountability for transformative results

· Continuing to evolve teacher unions into professional guilds

Whatever the current stage of our education careers, those of us working on this project all agree: The teaching profession must look very different in 2030 if all our students are going to be well prepared to meet the demands of the global economy and participate successfully in our nation’s ever-evolving democratic way of life.

Five New Things that Teachers Need to Know How to Do

· Teach the Googled learner

· Partner with a student body that is increasingly diverse (by 2030, 40% or more students will be second language learners

· Prepare students to compete for jobs in a global marketplace: in our interconnected world, communication, collaboration, critical thinking, and creative problem solving are the new basics

· Help students to monitor their own learning with sophisticated assessment tools used by both students and teachers
· Connect teaching to a broader spectrum of community needs – integrate health and social services into academics

