July 1, 2012
Dear CEAC Member:

As we approach the traditional midpoint of summer on July 4th, I wanted to write and ask your thoughts on several matters. Two of these items we have discussed in the past and one item is new for you to consider. 
These models are proposed in the context of changing the types of student teaching placement options that could be available to you from Kent State in the 2012-2013 school years and beyond. The number of changes that have come, and are coming, to the K-12 schools and to our teacher preparation program, will continue to have an impact on our placements in our partner schools. Our goal is always to have our student teachers be a benefit to your schools and help your students achieve. In many of our programs the requests for placements for Fall 12 are still not complete, and this too, has prompted us to look at some different models for student teaching. Both the year- long and collaborative models have been the focus of articles on the redesign of clinical experiences as part of the larger teacher preparation program.  Information on both of these is available on the last page of this letter. 
Here are three of our models. Please tell us how your district feels about these ideas and if you would be willing to pilot them starting as early as in the spring of 13 (placements requested in October 12).
· Year- Long Student Teaching: Modeled after our successful secondary program, a year-long student teaching experience would entail a student doing a practicum for one semester and then return to the same teacher to student teach the next semester.  During the practicum, students continue to take classes at KSU, but have significant time in their schedule to work in the schools. This model helps the school by providing additional help in the classroom and helps the KSU student know the cooperating teacher and school organization prior to the start of the student teaching semester. Practicum semester may begin in Fall or Spring based on the KSU program design. 
· Collaborative Model:   Two  possible models  are available in this option: 

· In Model One: School districts would accept a general education student teacher (at any level) and a special education student teacher (at the same level) to work together for the semester with a general education cooperating teacher and a general education cooperating teacher. The goal is to provide opportunities for collaboration and co-teaching so that both the K-12 learners and student teachers benefit. If there were a class that had a special education teacher co teaching with general education teacher all day or part of the day each cooperating teacher could mentor a student teacher in their respective licensure areas. Example:  Mrs. Jones has a 3rd grade inclusion class with 5 identified language arts mild/moderate students. Mr. Smith, the mild moderate teacher, co teaches in Mrs. Jones’s room 90 minutes a day during the language arts block. Each would have a student teacher. Each student teacher would follow the schedule of their respective cooperative teacher.
· In Model Two: In a typical arrangement, the student teacher assumes responsibility of the classroom after a few weeks of observing and providing assistance.  But in a collaborative model, the cooperating teacher and student teacher more fully collaborate in planning, teaching, and assessment. This model opens up opportunities for small group work and differentiation.
· Two Student Teachers with Same Cooperating Teacher:  In this option two student teachers would be assigned to one cooperating teacher and split the assignment either by periods or part of the day depending on the age level of the students. Since both students would be with the cooperating teacher all day, the students could be involved in a variety of tasks in the classroom at times they were not actively teaching. Schools will be paid, in full, for two placements. 
Once again, thank you for being our partner in future teacher education.  We stand ready to help you in any way possible to improve your students’ achievement and to model the collaborative approaches needed to reach that goal.

Please send me your thoughts on these ideas at your earliest convenience.  
Have a wonderful July 4th celebration.

Sincerely

Jim Knapp

Resources

From the book Mentoring Teacher Candidates Through Co Teaching (Teresa Washut Heck and Nancy Bacharach , St. Cloud State University, 2010 , pg 4:
While co teaching is not a new phenomenon, its application in the student teaching experience is a new area of study. Co- teaching in student teaching enables two professionally prepared adults to collaborate in the classroom, actively engaging students for an extended period of time. The co-teaching model of student teaching allows students increased opportunities to get help how and when they need it. It affords teachers opportunities to incorporate co-teaching strategies, grouping and educating students in ways that are not possible with just one teacher. The co-teaching in student teaching model may be implemented with any content at any grade level.
Co-teaching in student teaching provides a comprehensive and rigorous experience for student teachers, allows the cooperating teacher the ability to remain actively involved, and enhances the quality of learning for P12 students. The co-teaching partnership enables cooperating teachers to provide consistent mentoring, giving student teachers the time and support necessary to gain skills and confidence required to teach successfully. ....Co-teaching provides an alternative approach to student teaching , one that allows the student teacher and cooperating teacher to work collaboratively throughout the student teaching experience to best meet the needs of all learners.
Link to the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) November 2010 report entitled Transforming Teacher Education through Clinical Practice: a National Strategy to Prepare Effective Teachers: 

http://www.ncate.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=zzeiB1OoqPk%3d&tabid=715
