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Members Present:  Joanne Arhar, Chair; Dianne Kerr, Natalie Caine-Bish, Swathi Rivichandran, Averil McClelland, David Dees, Andy Lepp, Walter Gershon, Jennifer James, Charity Snyder. 
Members Absent:  Lettie Gonzalez, Mark Krumm.
Guests:  David Goswick, Ashtabula Campus, Linda Pallock, FCS.
The meeting of Undergraduate Council on Friday, May 8, 2009, was called to order by Associate Dean Joanne Arhar at 10 AM in Rm. 308D White Hall.  The Minutes of the April 2009, meeting were reviewed by members.  Walter Gershon made a motion to accept the minutes; Averil McClelland seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.
 CURRICULAR PROPOSALS
SPA– Ashtabula Campus
David Goswick, Ashtabula Campus, presented a proposal to revise the Respiratory Therapy Program on Ashtabula Campus, including the addition of three courses, revision of nine courses, and deactivation of three courses.  David explained that the reason for the program changes was because of the need to meet current accreditation standards.  He said the program was developed by a group with knowledge of respiratory therapy accreditation criteria, then later it was adjusted without further consultation of the group.  This caused the program to be missing some critical elements.  Since the program just recently received final approval from the Board of Regents, no students are currently enrolled in the program and changes can be made effective for Fall 2009.  A motion was made to waive the two-meeting rule by Averil McClelland and seconded by David Dees. All voted in favor.  A motion to accept the proposal was made by Dianne Kerr and seconded by Natasha Caine-Bish.  All voted in favor.
MCED 

Jennifer James, TLCS, presented a proposal by Andrew Gilbert to establish two new courses in Critical Inquiry and Integration, as well as a proposal by Anne Reynolds to establish a new course in teaching mathematics.  The courses are to be used to support the newly established 4-5 Endorsement Program.  Council members agreed that the establishment of the courses was valid but made a recommendation that the Basic Data Sheets for each course be rewritten to reflect a learning outcome based approach rather than a content based approach to teaching.  

· With regard to the mathematics course, specifically, show that the course is directed to teaching strategies rather than mathematical content, that the mathematical content is used as a theme in discussing pedagogy.

· The use of science should be increased in the inquiry/integration courses.
· A suggestion was made to expand inquiry/integration courses to include online versions of the course.

· Another suggestion was made to address the possible effect on staffing to teach the courses.

Once the proposal adjustments are made, the revised proposals will be submitted to Undergraduate Council via email and voted on electronically.

· MCED 47745, Critical Inquiry and Integration:  Science and Social Studies, Grade 5, was approved after electronic vote on May 22, 2009.
· MCED 46645, Critical Inquiry and Integration:  Science and Social Studies, Grade4, was approved after electronic vote on June 22, 2009.

· MCED 40045, Teaching Mathematics in the Intermediate Years, was approved after electronic vote on May 19, 2009.

· EHHS Policy change proposal for Praxis I cutoff scores was approved after electronic vote on May 18, 2009.

FCS

Linda Pallock presented a program revision for BS in HDFS YDEV curriculum. The proposed revisions would align the curriculum with a new professional accreditation, Child and Youth Care Work, with competencies based on professionalism, cultural and human diversity, applied human development, relationship and communication, and developmental practice methods.  Changes included adding new courses, removing courses, and moving courses from requirements to electives, and electives to requirements.  Through discussion, council members noted that the diversity competency appeared to primarily be met through one specific course.  A suggestion was made to clarify the course content to reflect that the competencies were weaved throughout the concentration coursework.  

 Council recommended that the proposal be revised and resubmitted.  The revised proposal will be emailed to council and voted on electronically.
· Program revisions for the BS in HDFS YDEV curriculum were approved after electronic vote on June 15, 2009.

EHHS

Joanne Arhar shared a tentative proposal regarding Praxis I cut-off scores with Council members.  Council members learned that a PEC sub-committee recently reviewed the criteria for admission to Advanced Study because of faculty concern regarding students’ ability to pass Praxis I.  Some students are taking the test multiple times without passing. Kent State’s cut-ff (passing) scores are somewhat higher than other institutions and the committee reviewed the reasoning for this.  The committee found that the original cut-off scores had been set at the      25th percentile of the national average.  Over time, the national average has changed but Kent’s   cut-off scores remained the same.  This test is required for entrance for Advanced Study unless students receive acceptable scores on other testing tools including the ACT and SAT tests.  The Praxis I has been difficult for some students academically and financially, s the cost for taking the test is high.
The PEC sub-committee is expected to recommend that Praxis cut-off scores be adjusted as follows:

· Reading:  From 175 to 174

· Writing:  From 173 to 172
· Math:  Remain the same at 174
Questions raised by the Council included:

· How do the cut-off scores impact student diversity?

· Do students need expanded access to resources before taking the test?

· By dropping the cut-off scores, is  academic integrity being traded for financial issues?

· The Praxis I theoretically contains 8th grade level questions.  What does 8th grade level mean now?

· Should we  try to better under what retention means when considering what/how much information is retained from 8th grade to college, particularly in math?

· Agreement that students need to be encouraged to read more.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

URCC Representative

Lettie Gonzalez, who is currently on sabbatical, is EHHS Undergraduate Council representative to URCC.  In her absence, Natalie Caine-Bish, has been attending.  Lettie’s term ends this year.  Joanne asked the Council to consider Natalie as a replacement.  Council agreed that Natalie should replace Lettie as URCC representative.  Averial McClelland moved to elect Natalie as the next representative; the move was seconded by Dianne Kerr.  All voted in favor.
LER Committee
David Dees shared that he is on the implementation team.  They are scheduled to start work on May 21.  Their initial objectives are to:

· Create a faculty handbook to facilitate teaching via the learning centered approach.

· Create a student handbook explaining the new LER structure

· Run various scenarios tests to expose problems

Joanne shared that Mark Kretovics is also an implementation team member. She thought that EHHS should meet with both David and Mark to share concerns and suggestions for the new plan with them.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:20 AM.
Minutes by Hilda Pettit, EHHS
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