
Dissertation Committee 

 

Your dissertation committee is composed of four members, three from within the 

Department of Political Science and one from outside the department. The 

Dissertation Committee is to assist you in developing your bibliographic essay, 

your preliminary research paper, and your dissertation prospectus. Once you have 

completed and defended the dissertation prospectus, the dissertation committee 

will supervise the writing of your dissertation. When the dissertation is completed 

and ready for defense, Graduate Studies will appoint a graduate representative, 

and your advisor will select a moderator for the dissertation oral examination. 

Since the Dissertation Committee is primarily concerned with getting you through 

the dissertation, the members should be chosen with a view toward what they 

can contribute to the process; thus, Dissertation Committee members are 

normally faculty who have substantive or methodological interest in the 

dissertation topic. 
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