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University to close Kent State airport

Lindsay Wargo
Daily Kend Stader

The aniverssty ks closing its airpoet,
Pressdent Canol Cartwright ansoissoed
ot yesterday's Faculty Senate meetng.

The aniversity has recetved fund-
ing froan the: Federal Aviation Admin-
istration 1o loak at plans for & new
airpart, and Camwright said acoess
to 0 nearby airport ks essential for
the unibwersity’s Flight training pro-
gram. Howewer, ma ol SXpansion to
the currest aimport &8 impossible
because of the growth of the cities
surToEnding it

The Board of Trustees must now
endorse a prefenmmed plan, Cartwright
smid

Prowost Paul Gaston, who is in
charge of the scadamic aspeects of the
MEght traiming program, recommend.
ed 1hat the sirport be closed “with
regards to the long-termn prosperity
of the program.®

Some faceiy serators wene worried
the closing would segatively imnpace
academics, et the groap nesther vol-
ed io support or oppose ke plan.

Budget cuts
Castwright also prepared senators

for the release of the report from ke
Gowernor's Commission on Higher
Education armd the Economy af the
end of this month

Ske sasd Ohic higher education
will imcur mew budger cuts mexl
year, For the Hent campus, state
appropriations will be $1.6 million
bess than what was appropristed m
the beginning of this year,
Cartwright said. She poinged out
that chis will be the fifth straigha
year the university’s state appro-
priation has been cut

Caspwright alse mentioned anoth-
er recommendation by the commis-

sion that would give the Ohio Beand
of Regents the asthority fo dase apy
gradisate programs it thinks are
unnecessanily duplicative

Another recommendation by the
commission woesld requetre mosing |5
pereent of 1be universithy's fends from
docoral programs to “areas of
research that complemenn Thind Fron-
tier Project pricrities and that have
the grestest potential (o supposnt eco-
momac developmesi and job creation,™
Carteright said in a feiter to Kemi
Siate faculty members, which she
read at the mesting

Other news

Facalty Senxe elected afficers for
DN PEAT

B Chadr: Town Dowed, Psychoion

®\Vice CEadir: Devid Dalvon, Edoc
tiom Foundations and Special Services

B Secretary: Mary Stansbur
Library and [edormation Science

& Al-larg=: Barb Hipsman, Jour-
oalisss and Mass Comssunscation

Ln addiidon culty Senate wot
bo endorse the university's propoged
SErEbeglc Sdan

E-mail: lnasrgo@keniedu

Muslims: Islam misunderstﬁod

lachel Myers
Jaily Kent Stater

Fray clouds howvered in the
sky, shedding a few droplets
omlo the faces of those who
trickled into the Islamic Comn-
munity Center in Cayahoga
Falls for Friday aftermoon prager.

Children of all colors scam-
pered into the foram, and warm

Kent area
adjusting to
new gun laws

Eager residents apply for
concealed carry permits
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Airport supporters

by And Schunk
Reporfer
Stow — Dialogue on the

future of Kent State University
Ajrport continues [0 Fu.ﬂanar:
the community, as a 150-mem-
ber group that supports the air-
port and its functions has orga-
nized.

More than 50 members of
Friends of the Airport in Stow
gathered in an upstairs confer-
ence room at Stow-Munroe
Falls Public Library March 23
to hear and espouse. the bene-
fits of Kent State University
Airpert, in_the hope that it
remains on Route 59,

Kent State Airport should
remain in the city, Friends of
the Airport say, as it could be a
viable economic developmen
ool with the right additions, a
safer option for the university's
student pilots than a Portage
County location being consid-
ered and an historical land-
mark to preserve.

“This cntire presentation is
designed 10 tell people, non-
pilots especially, what an 'u'r—
port can be (o a community,
said Al Beckwith, Friends of
the Airport in Stow co-chair.

Options for the university’s
flight school (responsible for
majority of operations al the
airport) have been narrowed o
three by thc university: leave
the Might school ar nd airport
stalus L|u-u mkake some renova-
tions to airport facilities and
widen the runway: or mave Lhe
flight school to Portage Coun-
iy ‘and let the Federal Aviation
Administration decide what to
do with the Route 59 facility.

The mission of the airpon
proponents, according to local
pilot and Fn.,rc{!u co-chair Tom
Lowery, is “to prescrve Lhe
sale operations of the airport

and keep it open as a public
use faciliny” even if the fMight
school moves, “encourage the
university o make safely
enhancements,” such as grad-
ing 1]1:f rumway al either end,
and “to proinote econumic
development” on the approxi-
matcly 290 acres around the
airfield,

Runway length doesn’t need
to change, Friends meeting
organizers said. The pro-air-
port members said they would
seek a wider, 75-foot runway
(from &0 feet) for safety reca-
sons, and would press the uni-
versity for that change, along
with perhaps a new weather
system.

“The runway's length [of
3,950 fect] will be satisfactory
10 years from now, 20 years
from now, 30 years from now,”
an arca pilot said. “There will
never be large commercial air-
liners coming in here; it’s _|||.:.l
not that kind of an airport.”

Beckwith suggested
officefindustrial and
business/research complexes
be buill around the airfield,
with perhaps the university’s
liquid crystal instiolons as
part of the landscape

With his plan, Beckwith
said, $250,000 could be gener-
ated for the city in taxes from
coonomic developmeni.

Beckwith. who has been
associated with the airport for
more than 44 Wedars. claims
grants issued in the past by the
FAA to the university have
been misused; the kast nme a
facility was built a1 the airfield
was 1947, Beckwith noted

Because of the airponi’s his-
tory since 1917, Friends mem-
bers said they “will acnvely
seck National Historical Las nd-
mark status ... doe o [the air-

_—_—— e —————

organi.e, tell of site’s benefits

port's] unique and important
contributions over the past cen-
tury™ as an argument o keep
the airfield where it is.

Busincssmen and residents
suggested other benefis.

Pilot and business owner
Paul Connor said the airport 15
“very important 1o him and his
clients.”

“It allows for quick service
for them.” Connor said.

Connor also spoke as a
member of the Civil Air Patrol
unit on Allen Road. regarding
the imponance of the airport to
the ecmergency-response Orga-
nizaton.

“We've used the airport as a
staging area on MUMCTOUS
occasions.” he said. “We keep

Spring [T ﬂﬂ'!ﬂ
Yoga Basice-Thors T:30-%em
Pikates-Mor, 5-10am or Wed, &-Tpa
Tei Chi-Mon, 7:30-5pm
Meditation- Sus T:30.5pm
call ts regiater: (330) ETT-9505
Uaiversity Plaza, R 43

‘t I weehly cn-going closses
L Sentle & Prenatsl Vege
Quesilithy arsrtruction

Smoll clxses

Q/_\ Open fo all

two planes ready and waiting
there |Eu-r search and rescue
missions].”

Finally, Connor said, “flying
is fun ... We can’t keep closing

our airports,
Munroe Falls anomey Mary
Damicone said the airpont

should stay because she took
her son to watch pl..m-:::r at the
airport and is now damnE on
the next generation” with her
grandchildren. Aviation inter-
est at a young age spurred her
son to get his ["I|-:"l 5 license,
Damicone sad.

Kent State University Board
of Trustees will decide on a
preferred alternative (of the
three aliernatives) by this
spring, university officials

have said.

The FAA, which holds the
pursestrings for any airport
renovations, could decide
whether to  support  the
trustees” preferred alternative
by this fall.

In question is whether the
FAA will let the university out
of a 20-year obligation 1o keep
the airport open until 2018,

since the university last
received a $150,000 FAA grant
in 1998,

The airport may not close if
the flight school moves, FAA
officials have said. If the uni-
versity does not find a buyer
for the airport and moves any-
way, the university still would
have to maintain the facility.
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Seeks foreign language for youngsters

As amother of a child who is
being taught a forcign lan-
guage in preschool, | find for-
eign language to be an essen-
lial part of a modem-day edu-
cation.

The bencfits are staggering.
Children who leam a foreign
language at an carly age absorb
it faster, and in addition, brain
development is stimulated not
only in language, but in logic
building. It also builds a social
awareness of differcnt cultures.

I was astonished to find that
Stwow-Munroe Falls School
system had dropped a foreign
language program in their ele-
mentary schools afier the fail-
ure of the last levy. I find it
very disappointing that every-
thing my child has leamed in
foreign language during her
preschool years will be lost
when she advances to kinder-
garten.

We live in a great communi-
Ly with a great school system,

and T have faith that we have
the potential to become an
exceptional school system.
Let's give our children a great
advantage by letting them have
the opportunity to continue
their foreign language studies.
Our children are the future and
they deserve the best education
we can possibly give them.

Susanne Bozick
Stow

Finds no rational fears with airport

As a longtime user of Kent
State  University Airpont |
would like to express my views
regarding this facility going
forward.

For more than 20 years 1G3
has been my aviation home.
During those years, and partic-
ularly the last 10 years, 1 have
used the airport in onder to fy
o my customers located in and
out of Ohio, Tt was not only a
great experience, but provided
me the ahility to service clients
that, without aviation, would
have been impossible.

My bhusiness grew as a result
of K5U airport, and hence the
taxes | pay increased as well.

Anywhere there is an airport,
there will be objections to that
operation. That is a fact | have
witnessed during my flying
CAreeT.

To airpont opponents [ would
say that there are no rational
concems about having the air-
port where it is. To me, avia-
tion, properly managed, is very
safe.

When you consider what the
airport. brings the community,

our businesses, our university,
and our residents, there is linle
doubt in my mind of its value
to all. To move it to an area dif-
ficult to get wo for those of us
who fly is exclusionary.

It is interesting to note that
when [ drive through neighbor-
hoods sumrounding the airport,
I see the children with their
heads up, looking at the air-
craft. We can learn a great deal
from our children.

Jim Salmond
Cuyahoga Falls

Says terror war would be brought to us

There are those who say
Americans have grown weary
of the batle and struggle
against world termor. They say
it is oo much for the public
and armed forces to bear. His-
tory is rife with comparable
situations in which the siruegle

British empirc and its com-
monwealth shall live a thou-
samd years, people will say this
was their fimest houor™

Recall the American Civil
War. The casuallies were over-

whelming. Abraham I_m,_..;ln
wias vilihed hy the nesce and

people from slavery. Is there
not a parallel in our current sit-
wation?

MNow we are in the midst of a
war against world temmor. Some
say George Bush is a fool and
a liar 1o h.:--:: gotten us mm this

Ie—— = —n I
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Triends of KSU’s airport
make case for keeping it

Site good for training, economic growth, group says

" By Elbert Starks I} a training: for future pi-
STOW: The Eént State Universi- for more: economic growth in
ty Airport already serves busi- ~StOW- -
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Rec'd from William Brundson 03/29/04
WM Brunsdon Part Il

THIS IS AN AKRON BEACON JOURNAL EDITORIAL WRITTEN ON TUESDAY
MARCH 23%P 2004. WHICH STATES THAT ALTERNATIVE #7 (MOVING KSU
FLIGHT SCHOOL TO PORTAGE COUNTY) IS THE BEST OPTION.



Home field disadvantage

KSU airport has outgrown its birthplace in Stow-Munroe Falls

n 1917, when World War 1 planes used a field in

Stow for there wasn't much competition

for space. Even in 1943, when Stow Field was
bought by Kent State University, few could envision
the bustling suburbs that would rise in the future.

Now, however, the university's airport, which is
ﬁn:hime]fhnd]uchdimﬁﬂemeuithefﬁmt-gmw
ing communities in the region. It is also being pres-
sured by the Federal Aviation Administration, which
requires a master plan for airport enhancement every
20 years. With the most recent update nearly com-
immovable object of residential development.

Kent State's flight school is one of the largest in
the state, with plans to grow. The master plan fore-
casts growth in flight training and general aviation.

The airport’s nei are very clear: They do
not want an i with the noise and
safety concerns that go with it. Even though the area
has become dense with houses over the past several
decades, development is not finished. This is not only
a local problem. Suburban development is putting
the squeeze on general aviation all over the country.

The FAA is equally clear: Its job is to enhance avi-
ation. For Kent State, that means building runways

long enough to accommodate increased traffic and
larger planes. There simply is no room to expand in
Stow. Unfortunately, doing nothing is not - nor
should it be - an option.

A reasonable alternative exists at the Portage
County Airport, which already has a 5,000-foot run-
way and room to expand. A merged Portage County/
Kent State operation would benefit from easy access
to the Ohio Turnpike. The investment the university
is preparing to make in its flight-training program
would be protected if made in Portage County. It
seems inevitable that the university will eventually
be forced to abandon its airport on Route 59.

Better for Stow, the relatively small contribution
the airport makes to the city's tax base would grow
exponentially if that land were converted to com-

The university understands its duty both to its stu-
dents and to-the communities its activities affect. A
final decision is months, if not years, away. ESU’s
board of trustees and the FAA must be persuaded
that a move to the Portage County Airport is the best
alternative available.

Given the growing tension the airport has caused
in Stow and Munroe Falls, it seems that a case for a
move should be relatively easy to make.

Stranger than fiction

Arrest of Columbus sniper suspect gets more bizarre with the telling

hind bars in the Franklin County Jail. The suspect

in 24 sniper shootings in the Columbus area along
Interstate 270 and nearby highways was brought
back to Ohio during the weekend.

If a novelist had come up with a similar plot of
twists and turns in McCoy’s arrest in Las Vegas early
ﬂ{adnmgaf.them?mig!nhamemedueiecﬁm
slip as highly improbable fiction.

The initial account - how Conrad Malsom identi-
fied McCoy reading a newspaper, in a Las Vegas ho-
tel casino, offered him a slice of his pepperoni pizza,
notified Nevada and Ohio police and spent the next

| t's just as well Charles A. McCoy Jr. is safely be-

12 hours tracking McCoy down to his hotel, thus set-
ting up an uneventful arrest - would have been a re-
markable enough happenstance.

But this plot will not take a back seat to any wait-
there-is-more commercial, Mike Cholak from Keno-
sha, Wis., who operates a real estate business, was at-
tending a convention at the same hotel. He was the
one Malsom mistook for McCoy, he said. He was the
newspaper-reading man to whom Malsom offered
the pizza (and not to be impolite, he ate it, too).
Lucky for Cholak he wasn't the one hauled in.

What are the odds of going after a lookalike and
snaring the real McCoy?
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KSU airport
neighbors
alr concerns

Possible expansion prompts peﬁ_tiﬁn,
though facility has its supporters too

best to force it out.”
. Others were more temperate.

- “WWe knew the ai was here,” said nearby
resident Jon Susi, whose son-in-law graduated
from Kent State’s flight n in the

is now a lieutenant in the U.S. Marine
Corps. “I have no problem with the way it is
now. It can continue forever and ever."

Please see Airport, BS

Alrport
FAA master plan
offers three scenarios

Continued from Page B1

That's the rub, though. The
Federal Aviation Administra-
to come up with a master
and the university is consider-
ing three scenarios for the air-

port: ;

* Do nothing.

* Move it to Ravenna’s Por-
tage County Regional Airport.

= Keep it in Stow but up-
g:de it, including widenin

runway to 75 from

feet.

It was this final option that

E?“ﬁ;e‘é.?"gm‘*"m* G Expan-
mf-::n. which met am

Country Club Tuesday night.
Roses Run is part of Pambi
Farms - a golf course d
ment on the southern end of
the Kent State runway.

Many Pambi Farms resi-
dents are upset, but develop-
ments on all sides of the airport
were represented Tuesday

CAFE is circulating petitions
to send to Kent State by March
28 - about the time the univer-
sity :omw?]llittee studying the

ons present its recom-
nnpmttl:rdaﬁnnmdmbm:dnfuus-
tees.

According to FAA guide-
lines, the width increase would
mean the airport could accom-
modate planes as long as 78

feet, which includes rate
jets and several styles ﬁ comi-
mercial turboprop airliners.
_él'&l:‘e 1'u:1_'.|irn1j;r'siF Mcuqent
width, according to guide-
lines, should handle planes of
less than 49 feet - typically sin-

g ine Cessnas and other
Sl planes
However, typi it is run-

. not width, that

way
i planes to land.

permits

Kent Stlﬂlu's 4,003—&0?1 my
is not long eno or T
planes to E.nd ly there,
according to industry stand-
ards.

That doesn’t mean bigger
planes won't land there though,
as several residents have no-

: Yatidios al-
ﬁy@ﬁm frequent
landings.

ﬂfﬂnivmitg uﬂiﬁ had said
explained runwa
mggmg. .

However, according to the
Mational Transportation Safety
Board, Kent State’s airport is
among the safest in the state,

Mext Tuesday, another resi-
dent group will meet at the
Stow-Munroe Falls Public Li-
brary starting at 7 p.m. This
group is called Friends of the
Airport in Stow, and its mem-
bers, unlike Tuesday night's
group, wouldn't object to the
widening plan.

“Our main objective is to
keep the airport open,” said the
Friends group’s co-chairman,
Tom Lowery - himself a small-
plane pilot. “Airports like this
one are closing at the rate of
one every other week."”

He said above all, he doesn't
want the airport to move to
Portage County.

“1 moved to Stow in No-
vember,” he said. “I wanted to
live close to an airport.”

One of the CAFE group's or-
ganizers, Bill Brunsdon, en-

those who went to his
meeting Tuesday to also go to
Lowery's next week.

“Tom's a good man," he
said. “You should hear all
sides."

But that won't stop him

from getting all the signatures
he can to force the airport to
move rather than expand in
Stow.
“They say we don't have a
say,” Brunsdon said. “What
choice do you have but to sign
the petition? This is our voice."
Stephen Oyer can be reached &t 330-996-
3523 or ot sdyer@thebeaconjoumal com




Neighbors fear KSU runway plan

They prefer that ai rport be moved to Portage. University weighs its options

Stow,” he ssid. “T've pot a prob-
h:id(mdlm'lm'
istration has required the umiver-
sity to come up with a master
phn.mdlhem:iver:.‘q-kmu-
arpost:

planes as long as 78 feet, which
m}udauﬂ:u'ut:}usmd Sev-
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Above, the Kent State

B LW AN, By ol

University Alrport's Andy Robb w.mm.w.ummmm to 75 feet, it could handle

planes such as the EMB- 120 Embraer Brasilia, shown below. But the rumwary's 4, 000-foot length makes i unlikely that would be routine,

"unway

Meceting of neighbors
is planned this week
Continued from Page B1

would allow private jets and

larper tur planes to land
there, they can there pow if
necessary.

The widening would prepare
the airport for potential growih
20 Fuars from now. “We
wouldn't want to close that fu-
fure activity,” be said,

Clapper said the school's pro-
pram with Continental Expross,
which allows Kent State fipht
dudents to take elasses that put
them on the fast track to becom-
ing Continental Express pilots,
had nothing to do with the pro-
sosed widening. The students
—ontinental Express training is
n Houston, where the company
15 flight simulators.

The university's acronautics
firector, Isaae Richmond Met-
ey, said a runway's width
loesn't dictate what kands of air-
Tall can land there as much as
s length does,

According to the American
wcisty of Civil Engineers, Kent
i runway length of 4,000
P the minimum for low-
evel airports that handle small,
ingle- and twin-engine ]
er aircraft, mot typically the cor-

T T
. I eyt
e A
= v

¢er turbo-

porate jets and bi
props that Brunsdon (ears.

The Port County Adr-
port’s runway 15 3500 feet long
and 75 feet wide, Nettey said,

said the pri TeR-
g it pimry e

According to the National
Transportation Safety Board,
rm.gcl accidents have occurred
it the airport sinee 1962; seven of
these were in the 1960s, The air-
port's only fatal accident oc-
curred-in 1966 when aitmphne‘s

out an a pilot's ini-
) clinp, i

Two accidents have oocurred
at the airport since 1990: one in
1990 and the other in'1909, Tha
1990 accident oocurred when a
pilot, landing at night and think-
ing he was at 5 different airport,

e | S —

veered off the runway because
he mis the ration.
The 1999 accident involved a
student who had a hard landing.

Brunsdon said the safety fig-
ures show that the m&msltz;s
assertion that the widening s
safety is a red herring.

Nettey docsn't dispute that
the airport hos an extraordi
safety record. He said the wid-
ening, though, is fora
basic reason: It can be.

“You have the opportunity to
do something,” he said of the
FAA master “If you don't
increase the , you want to
increase the width,"
runway more forgiving, he said,
giv;:;rmldmm who miss their
runway marks more pavement
o correct their errors.

The university held the last
of ite several public meetin
about the master plan list mon
and hopes to have recomimenda-
tions by the May meeting of the
board of trustees, Clapper said.

Stow Mayor KEaren Fritschel
said she hopes the airport re-
mains as is,

If it moves, she said, the city
would probably put an overlay
roning district on the land so the
city would have more contral

over what replaces the nirrcm.
The land is zomed industrial and
idential

But there's little the city can
do until then, “At this time, it's
pretty much what the FAA
wants to do,” she said.

One good thing, from the
mayor’s perspective, is that a
move of the :.u-pcrt' wouldnt
take place for several years, she
siid, so the city would have time
to plan for the property’s futgre
use,

Brunsdon said he will ¢
ize @ meeting next week of air-
port neighbors eoncerncd about

the widening plan. He said that
if the airport needs to alier jts
runway, it should go to the Por-
tage Mmtreju_ rport, which has
fewer people living around it
That would be the universi-
ty's so-called option Mo, 7.
;. We can't hope they choose
No. 7," he =ald. “We've pot 1o
persuade them to choose Mo, 7.7

Slephan Dyer can be reached 3 310-596-
syer@thobeacoaioaral

3527 o o -mm




KSU details |

pros, cons of
| three airport
possibilities

Final decision on facility’s
future could come by April

Reporter . .
Stow —, The direction Kenit State Air-
port will take for the next 20 years should
be kndwn by Apfil; university officials say.
They say they hdve completed most of
théif research, héard the protestations and
support “loud and clear” done the cost
analyses and will now “weigh internally™
the pros &nd cons of three remaining
options to find 4 Rituré for the airfield oft
Route 5%. : ¢
Still on the table dre options allowing for
safety grading at ither end of the ninway
(not lengthening) and some facility renova:
tions, widening the runway and improving
and increasing airport facilities; or moving
the fDight schivol to Portage Courty Air-
.
The three altematives were divalged at a

| Fet 18 publie téeting af City Hall dn the

Kent Staté University Airporl Magtér Plan,
and’a final “preferred alternative’™ should
be chosen -by the university's Board of
Trustees by April, difport adrinistralors
have said. ! 1

“Social and economic corisiderations led
us to these alterratives,” said Torn Clapper,
general manager of KSU Transportation
Services.

The aliematives and their benefits and
detractions, as stated by the 20-year master
plan developed by Richland Engineering,

Finl hivae
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Airport

Option 1A: Flight school
Stays, with minimum
upgrades

The  altermative, to cost

approximately $2.5 million, -

would leave the runway 3,950
feet long and 60 feet wide. The
airport- would be limited to
small, singlé-engine aircrafl
similar to those operated there
MO,

“The., focus _then becomes
maintaining the existing facili-
ties such as the terminal build-
ing, conventional hangar, main- -
tenance hangar and T-hangar
unit,” the master plan stalEs.

Repairs would be made to
doors, roofs, electrical, plumb-
ing and HVAC systems.

In addition, both ends of the
main runway would require
grading to achieve a required 3-
to S-percent slope.

Benefits the university will
analyze, according to the FAA-
required master plan, include:

= a lower cost

» a lack of adverse effects to

Public may
view airport

master plan

To see the Airport Master
Plan; visit the Stow-
Munroe Falls Public

Library on Darmrow Road
and reguest a copy on

file, or visil ol
www.Kent.edu/airport:

the enyironment

* no family or busingss relo-
cations; and

* good accessibility.

Detractions inclide:

= escalating noise levels

* a lack of p'uEﬂin: accep-
tance; and

« it does not meet-the fore-
cast demand standdrds of  the
flight school.

Option -1B: FEEght"si:ﬁaul
stays, wider runway .= -5°

At $3.2 million, the pl:llltm 1o

ke:q:: the flight school®where it
is and widen the mnway:from
60 feet to. 75 feet remains a
consideration for the university.

“Widening is a safcty issue
for. crosswinds,” lead Richland
engineer Hermann: Schwaner
said Feb. 19:

A new weather system would
be installed with this option; as
well. '

Benefits to analyze inclade:

# a low cost

* increased safety

+ weather reporting dvail-
abality; and-

« ‘o’ adverse ‘environmental
impacts from rilnway widening
or on-sile devélopment:

Detractions include:

Special v Recond F."FEHEE&;

The Hsu .ﬂulrport runway's pr-:::nmrt'l_.r to hnusmg daualdpmems suv:l_‘l as Paml::l
Fan'ns,]n hut!um of picture, was a consideration in university plans.”

b tscaiatmg noise levels

«-a lack of new Facilitics

» a lack: of. public’ accep-
tance; amd ;

+ limitations on flight school
and general aviation forecast
demands.

Option. 7: - Flight school

moves t6 Portage County
The _third alternative is (o

move the flight sthoel from its

St. Thomas Banquet Hall

service; and
% mEwW _Ea!tililics.
Detractions include:

current location to - Pertage
County Airport.
At 35.9 million; this option’s

benefits, according to the mas- .+  the removal of some
ter plan, include: obstructions

» the “ultimate” biild-out ~ + land acquisition
feasibality + roadway relocation

* alow cost » wildlife containment; and

» - upgrades in aircraft Ih:s[ .
can use the facility

». a75-foot runway width

« ‘the potential for passenger

“unknown” énvironmental
issues, ¥

E-mail: aschunk @recordpub.ned
Phone: X30-655-0088, ext. 34T
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Residents’ group mobilizes against any airport expansion -

by Andrew Schunk
Reporter

Stow — “Mot one more
Migha, not one more foot of
_unway"

First stated at a Dec, 14 Fed-
eral Aviation Administration-
sanctioned public meeting on
the Kent State University Air-
port Master Plan, the phrase
has become a rallying cry for
the citizens group Communi-
ties Against Flight Expansion.

‘The group, spearheaded by

area residents Bill Brunsdon,

- attended the meeting: -

that means a lengthening or
widening of the runway,
increased flight fioms - at
the airfield. About 60 people

“As it was so eloquently said
then, we oppose one more fool
of unway or one more l]ighl
operation at that airport,” said
Meyer, a Stow resident. - -

The group's leaders” sought:

heads for a number of sub-com-

mittecs at the mecting, such as

technical, finance and legal com-
mittees. Unspecified legal action

‘the -sand,”
i “Enough is enough.”

Kent State University Airport™

or . and “restoring quality of life.”

“We have to draw a line in
Me.ycr said.

D, Tsaac Mettey, director of
the university's flight program,

ried to-allay some of the pub-
lic anxiely by saying that a

runway extension, duc (o cost
and the homes it would upset,
is “simply not feasible.”

He. said that althiough an
alternative has not been_cho-

sen, the fMight school could’

_'l.'crslljr — ar a

Stow Sentry - Sunday, February 22, 2004

foresee an ppen enrollment
policy for the flight school in
the future — there is not one in
existence now, and the Might
school has “requirements
above and beyond” general
enrollment criteria al: the uni-
“drastic™
increase in the number of stu-
dents in the flight school. .
“Responsible people seek 1o

"live responsibly with neigh-

bors,” Nettey said.

“Itis not our intent to engage.

in Might training that is incom-

. get some action,”

ciation for Sensible Airport
Policy, that as conciliatory,
worked with the airport and ;
was moderately Successful. e
It was formed in reference o
many of the same airport
issues residents arc dealing -
with today, Sponza explained: |
. “We have 1o stnp the talk and- /
attorney- and
area resident Chris Swing said;
“Ii"s time to attack the KSU'~
air school.” .
Tom an:.rjr 3 Stow resi-
dent and pilot who attended the:

Ron Meyet, Sergio Sponza and ™ Wﬂrcalamd-agmrm i.ht; unic fum:ilm al.its current location pahi:ulc with the community we ‘meefing, claimed” that widén-
Jim Fisher, met al Roses Run. -wersity if tnpansum ONOCITS, R wuth;ﬂr“wudmed runway ‘and  live and work in!". . "ing tkie run“-a:.- (Friom &0 feet to-

" Country Club 1F [u ﬁu’- The: - group's - purpose ‘_:Immc:n:w muw.a]r I‘a-:timr.:s as qu:r spoke of an initial cif-~ '1'5 ﬁ:ﬂ} unly Increases. mn:mﬂ‘

. thee mobilize agains i ateording: tosinformation™p e : < izens” proup Ahat existed nq_th: : :
OF airpo ﬂku;:n whﬂlmr- vided; " is, fnb-:xpnuslﬂ J;E _h-: dld nul “ mid= 193{1: Enuwnasﬂu s0- {kaIFLPEIRT EHEE ’-'I’ilr T

n.l" -1-- 3} =t VL kT = .'._'_-..'-,'.--;:a g _-.,; w : ‘__.l ] '_-;."ﬁ
s '.,’_ ! .-F.:'_ = _=_. L TR 1 e | I‘r“" Sga maib

¥ 2 e o L '-'H;" . o
- fatee ¥ ,_drl“\-_ s i) _f-

www.recordpub.com

Airport
safety. a major point of con-
tention for the residents’ group,
but does not provide for larger
aircrall to operate there,

“I don’t care whether it's [a
widening] or [a lengthening],”
Sponza said.

Uncertain as to when a deci-
sion on the airpont would be
made, or what that decision
might be, Sponza said CAFE
“has to be pro-active™ in ils
approach.

Fioewe Flage 5 -

Once the master plan process
is completed this spring, the uni-
versity's Board of Trustees, on
recommendations from the pub-
lic meetings, the FAA and the
Airport Standing Committee,
will choose a “prefemred altema-
tive' 1o subamit to the FAA,

The preferred aliernative
could be known by Apnl, uni-
versity officials have said.

E-mail: aschunk @ recordpubune
Priome: J30-6688-0088, eal, 3147
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Residents’ group mobilizes against any alrport expansion

Reporier
STow — “Not one more
flight, not one more fool of
runway.”

First stated at a Dec. 14 Fed-
-eral Aviation Administration-
sanctioned public meeting- on
the Kent State University Air-
port. Master Plan. the phrase
has become a rallying cry for
the citizens group Communi-
ties- Against Flight Expansion.

The group, spearheaded by
area, residents Bill Brunsdon,

Ron Meyer, Sergio Sponza and )

Jim Fisher, met at Roses Ran
Country Clob Feb. 11 w for-

ther I'I:IﬁleLEt againsl any Lype.

. of mrpm grpansion, 'ﬂﬂ

that means a lengthening or
widening of the runway, or
increased. flight operations al
the airficld. About 60-people
attended the meeting..

“As it-was so cloguently said
then, we oppose one more. foot
of runway or one inore ﬂlghlt
opcration . at thal mrpoﬂ. said
Meyer,a. St-nw resident:

The -group’s leaders - sought
heads for amlmb::'ﬂt'mﬁamm

purpese.
mﬂ:ng o mﬁnmamrr

mtqi,.,ls “ﬂu e;p&n!ia-dl':i!:;;' :

rrrrrr

Kent State University Airport™
and “restoring quality of life.”

“We have (o draw a line in
the  sand,” Mever said.
“Emnough is enough.”

D, Isaac Nettey, director of
the university's flight program,
tried o allay some of the pub-
lic anxiely by saying that a
runway exténsion, dué 1o cost
and the homes it would upset,

- 15 “simply not feasible” -

He said that although an .
alternative has not been cho-
sen, the flight school could-
function 3 its cumrent focation
with a widened runway. and
some new runway facilities as

sheginly upgrades.

“He also ﬂﬂic_,_&_kﬁ_flﬂ- didd not

oy

foresee am open enrollment
policy for the Might school in
the future — there is not one in
existence now, and the fight
school has “requirements
abowve and beyond™ gencral
carollment criteria at the wni-
versity — or a  ““drastic”
increase in the number of stu-
dents in the flight school.

“Responsible people seek 1o
live n:sponsitr!y with neigh-
bors,” MNettey said.

“Itis'nod our intent to cngage
in flight training that is incom-
patible with the mmumnm we
live.and work in.”

Mc:.q:r:q:nte ol an initial cit-
szens’ group 1A existed-in the
misd- [980s, knwm as the Asso-

wanw.recondpub.com

ciation for Sensible Airport
Policy, that “was conciliatory,
worked with the airpont and
was moderately sucdcessiul”

It was formed in reference 1o
many of the same airpon
issues residents’ are dealing
wilh today, Sponra explainéd.

“We have to-stop the talk and
get soume action,” attorney and
arca resident Chnis Swing said.

“It’s time o attack the KSUJ
air schogl.” -

Tom Lowery, a Stow resi-
dent and palot who attended the
meeting, claiméd that widen-
ing therenway (from 60 Teet o
T5 feety only increases aircrafi

(See ﬂIRP'E.FR—I — Page 7)

— a— ]
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ey, “a major point of con-
fion for the residents’ group,
does not provide for larger
zrafi to operate there.

T don’t care’ whether it's [a
lening| or [a lengthening].”
ynza said.

Incertain as o when a deci-
n on the airport would be
de. or what that decision
tht b2, Sponza said CAFE
% o be pro-active”™ in its
risach.

~—— |Airport choices w

Once the master plan process
ismw}cmdllﬁs spring, the uni-
versily's Board of Trostees, on
recommendations from the pub-
lic meetings, the FAA and the
Airpor Standing Committec,
wall :hnn-sc a* altema-
five™ to submit 1o the FAAL

The preferred alternative
could be Known by April, uni-
versity officials have said.

E-mail: sschuni @recordpub.nel
Phone: J30-588-0088, ext. 3147

Kent State University has
narrowed ‘o two the choices
named in the Keot State Uni-
versity Airport Master Plan.

A third public meeting con-
duected at Stow Ciry Hall Feh.
19 confirmed the university is
exploring options 1A and 7.

Option 1A would keep the
flight school at its current
location on Route 59 and

allow the school to maimsnrr-:
facility upgrades such as new
hangars or a restaurant. In
addition. the university would
seck ‘to widen the runway
from 6lF fect to 75 feet.
Option 7 would move the
flight school to Portage Coun-
ty Airport. University officials

_hawe mot decided what that

would mean for the airport in

Stow.
An analysis of cach of the

remaining options by an engi-

neering firm has determinied |

that il aliernative 1A is cho-
sen, “npise levels will contin-
ue o escalate,”

All other options were nixed,
university officiuls explained,
due to “prohibitive costs and
socigecunomic faciors.”

P
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Airport reports

future plans

Meeting held |
to get opinions
of residents

Leah Campanalie
Daily Kent Stater

More than 100 people, both
Stow residents and university
airport officials, attended the
second meeting this week to
discuss future plans for the
university airport last night.

The airport is in the
process of compiling its mas-
ter plan report, which is a Z0-
year plan required by the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration
to chart the future develop-
ments of the alrport. The plan
also assures that growth is
being properly managed.

The mesting, held at Stow
City Hall, was the second ina
series to evaluate the social

only two feasible alternatives
concerning the airport that
.were recommended by uni-

wrﬂr:.r officlals during an
internal mesting.

These l.ll.‘m:.l.l:l.m were
spought out to please both the
commufity of Stow and uni-
versity officials.

Clapper spolee of two alter-
natives in which one alterna-
tive was broken down into
two parts.

Alternative Plan 1a includ-
ed keeping the airport“as is,”
Plan 1b included expanding
the runway by 15 feet inwidth,
and Plan 7, the second alter-
native, relocates the airport to
Portage County.

In a previous meeting
arranged by Stow residents,
members of the community
spoke of the “unbearnble™
noise and distraction that is

" generated by the airport every

bawma

day. Residenis stressed that.
they did not want to see the,
airport physically expand oF”
the enrollment in the ﬂi;ht
training program expand.

Clapper pointed to the :l:u}a..
cemn of a decrease in properial’
values that was brought up h',‘r
several residents,

“The matter of a d!crﬂad'
in property values cannot be
directly measured,”Clapper
said. *“The values of vour.
property ore in the eyes ¢l"
the beholder”

Last night, residents also
stated that m&ﬂ:mjudscm

over the proposed
of the airport.

“We hHave the right and
power by low to protect our
community,” resident Gary
Swing smid,

In the process nl.’mrinxm
protect the property values

of their homes, residemts. -

formed the group Commurni-

ties Agninst Flight-Expan-

:inrn (C.AF E.].
- The ol 1

and landings.
nﬁk&ﬁﬁi‘mwﬁ-m

qirp:rr:u);puq!i by one more
foot or one more flight,"resi-
dent Sergio Sponzasald. [

Angry residents of com-
m:ﬂ.ﬂuuuumndtugthnup

“Iwant 'tn mlktlﬂﬂ you .
u.mlllrlﬁnd‘lhltthm public

The
in‘mn'plnnthnnirparrwdl
take will be:  ultimarely
mirwidhylhaunlvanityu
Board of Trustees.

Lt EemadlE o
leampana@kentedn
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Shalersville
‘an option °
for airpeort

By Chad Murphy
Record-Courier stat! writer .

STOW — Kent State Univer-
sity officials have identified two
alternatives regarding the possi-
ble expansion or relocation of
the KSU Airport in Stow, and
hope to present one of them (o
the Board of Trustees in March.

The first alternative, labeled
1A in the master plan, would
keep the airport in Stow with-
out expanding it, but would add
a retention wall and other safe-
ty features, Transportation
Manager Tom Clapper said.
The second, alternative 7, relo-
cates it to the Portage County
Airport in Shalersville. ]

Both alternatives, as well as
environmental and economic
impacts of the airport, were
discussed during a public hear-
ing in the Stow City, Coungcil
chambers Wednesday. Another
alternative — 1B, which also

rould expand the width of the
runway 15 feet for safety con»

See KSU, Plﬂiﬂﬁ_ﬁ
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KSU

From page A1l

siderations — could be consid-
ered in lieu of alternative 1A,
but was met with resistance at

.~ the hearing.

Clapper said the wider run-
way would help pilots land in a
crosswind. The few accidents
in the past 10 years have been
from pilots being blown off the
sides of the runway from high
winds, he said, .

But several Stow residents in
attendance said the airport's
overall safety record is excel-
lent with its current runway and
expanding it is unnecessary.
One resident said he was
against any airport growth,
whether it-is to the length or
width of the runway.

According to the pros and
cons list drafted for the master

plan, alternative 1A is benefi-
cial because it doesn't force any
family relocations and provides
increased safety at a lower cost
than other options examined.
Alternative 1A comes in at
about 52.5 million, while 1B
will cost about $3.2 million,

However, working against
the alternatives are the facts that
they won't meet the projected
demand for airport use and they
limit general aviation activity,
including flight training.

Airport operafions are ex-
pected to more than double in
the demand for service, from
60,000 hours to 123,000.

Alternative 7 is the cheapest
of the relocation options at 55.9
million,

Among the pros listed in the
airport master plan are the fact
it’s surrounded by industrial and
agricultural land; it's not near
high- or medium-density hous-
ing; and the build-out to meet
airport use demands is very fea-

sible. Cons include acquiring the
land, unknown environmental
issues and obstruction removal.

Clapper said if relocating the
airport is identified as the better
option, it won't be an immedi-
ate change.

*“This could be a 10- to 20-
year occurrence to make this
happen,” he said.

The current airport in Stow
would remain open until the
changeover is ready to happen.
Plus, KSU accepted Federal
Aviation.. Administration
money in 1998, and in doing
s0, agread to the Stow air-
port open-until 2018. Clapper
said the FAA has the authority
to release the university from
that agreement.

After the preferred alterna-
tive goes before trustees, it will
be forwarded to the FAA, Clap-
per said the FAA won't ap-
prove or deny the plan, but will
decide whether to fund the al-
ternative presented.
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Meetings set this week
on most feasible options

By Chad Murphy
Riecord-Coyrier staff writes

Fwo alternatives regarding
the possible expansion or re-
location of the Kent Sitate
Universily Airport in Stow are
emerging as front-runners.
and will be discussed during o

pair of public meetings

_ Wednesday and Thursday.

KSU Transportation Man-
ager Tom Clapper would not
say which twe alternatives
were going 1o be singled out,
but did say they were the most
feasible ones. He said both
meetings would cover the

r Sunday, February 15, 200

prand Stanu out

same topics. The second
mesling was added to benefit
the crowd.

“We did that to accommo-
date the overflow.” he said.

The meetings also will
cover the environmental eval-
gation and economic analysis
of the airport, as well as two
added airport alternatives
based on public input. Clap-
per said previous public meet-
ings have been helpful and
needed for the master plan.

‘for KSU Airport

“To translate from a plan to
a reality you have to have
public support; you have to,”
he said. “1 have not found
these meetings contentious at
all.”

The two new alternatives,
labeled 4¢ and 8 in the airport
master plan, were added in
part through public comment
at previous meetings.

Clapper said alternative de
looks at expanding the current
airport, but with less off-site

Airport

From page Al

cause of Federal Aviaton Ad-
ministration  requirginents.
Some are S0 unfeasible,
they 11l drop off the list right
away, he said

“The alternatives are devel-
oped 1o lock at every possible
alternative we could think of,
whether they're feasible or
not," e said.

The environmenial evaloa-
tion will address nuise levels
and potential environmental
effects of land acqguisitions,
airport improvements and de-
velopment of airpont facilities
ai the ESU Airport, new air-
port site OF SUITOZate airpod,
according to a drafl master
plan available online. Clapper
said the noise analysis will ad
dress COMUMCNIES roZinl Wiy 16
PV IS ImieEnno s

weigh pros and cons of each
alternative, looking at eco-
nomic benefits and social im-
pacts, both positive and nega-
tive, Clapper said.

According to the master
plan, the pros listed for alter-
pative 7, which relecates the
airpon to the Portage County
Ajrport in Shalersville and
also is the cheapest of the re-
location options at about $5.4
million, include: No medium
or high density residential
land nearby, new facilities,
noise containment on property
and an existing airpent author-
ity in place. The cons listed
include land acquisition and
road relocation for the ex-
panded runway and raxiway.

For alternative 1, the “do
nothing”™ option that keeps the
airport in Stow with limited
renovations and is the cheap-
est of all alternatives at $1.6
million, the pros inclede no
family or business relocations

impacts from development.
The cons include: Lack of
suitable development area;
noise levels will continue to
grow; prevention of growih in
air operations; and 1t does not
meet forecasted demand.

Clapper said the biggest
surprise to him in this plan-
ning process is how much
Stow has grown over the
vears. He said the growth is
obvious when comparing aer-
ial photographs of the airport
from the '60s, "70s and "80s
o twday. The planning
process is looking for the
proper solution for all in-
volved, he said.

“This is trying to do the
right thing to sérve abs tously
Kent State University's inter-
ests and the city of Stow and
Portage County,” Clapper

said. “This is a long-term de-

cision.”
E-mail:
ranErmivwv @ recondnasb oo

-

land acquisition. The total
cost for the alternative comes
in at $13.5 million, according
to the master plan.
Alternative 8 examines
moving the flight training and
larger aircraft to another site
while maintaining the Stow
airport, he said. The total cost
for this option comes in a
$16.7 million. -
Clapper said the many alter-
natives were developed be-

See Airport, page A13
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Debunks ‘myths’ of Kent State airport

With the current furor sur-

rounding the Kent State Uni-

w:rmty Airport, it seems appro-
priate to d:bunk some popular
myths.

Myth: The airport was there
first. Those who don’t like it
shouldn’t live nearby.

It is naive to think a decision
made 75 years ago lo build an
airport on farmland is relevant
today. Quality of life is
increasingly important, and it's
clearly the people’s wish that

the airport leaves or does not
expand.
Myth: The airport con-

tributes significantly to our

community's economy.

I have not seen it proven that
the “airport contributes more
than 526,000 in income tix to
our economy.

Myth: The FAA is looking
pul for our community's well-
being.

| believe nothing is Turther
from the truth. The FAA's pri-

mary interest is to sustain and 1

build more airports.

Myth: KSU wants to include
community desires in their
plans. Surely they'll respond to
our wishes.

One hopes KSU is listening,
but history doesn’t bear that

needs of t

out. This community has
opposed airficld expansion for
more than two decades. In the
past, KSU appeared to be gen-
uvinely concerned while quietly
wnrkmg behind “the scencs
the FAA and others to
1;:'1 then runiways andimtpnml
i
: a%}'s hope these. {'-ﬂl'lll‘l‘ll.lnll}
iigs: are more ’th&n-whb
dow _ dressing ‘and  tha
rr.a’lu-:s this “problem isn't
gdmg to go away. until the
lis community are
et
* Renald M. Romain

wmry Falls

Airport needs upgrade, not expang;g

As a pilot and new resident
of Stow, | would like to take
the opportunity to speak out in
favor of the Kent State Univer-
sity Airport,

My family and 1 moved to
Stow in November because of
its .convenience to Akron and
Cleveland, its schools, quali
parks and recreational activi-
ties, and because of the airport.
The airport in Stow is home to
an excellent flight school as
well as to a commercial opera-
tor that rents planes to local
pilots.

The airport has a very good
1:1[1:!3' record and is an impor-
tant “on-and-off-ramp” to the
federal airway system. This is
good for the community and
the university.

I attended the last public
miceling reearding the airmort's

appreciation for the frustration
many residents feel toward the
planning process. But 1 also
got a sense that a majority of

residents arehappy.with the .

airport in its current state. They
just don't Wwant- to see it
expanded into their back yards,
and 1 agree With them. The

commeércial dircraft

I think ‘the girport is in need ease

of several ifmptovemenis::

- The runway. should be '

widened from. 60 feet to 75 leet
for safety.

- The area around the run- ---‘a.-

way should be graded level @
with the runway.

< The airport should be
zoned as an airport, not as a
mix of residential and light
industrial.

! gjﬂ
_.s]!i

runway is long enough today
for virtually &1l nan-lct flon- |

reporting syslem'fihgﬂﬁ be
mslnlicd

_Additional , mexp-‘: ive
hangar space shnuid'

ing list and provide additior
revenues for the m $os
tqrm |1

el

i
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Herman Schwaner

From: "andy schunk" <aschunk@mail.recordpub.com>
To: “Hermann Schwaner, PE" <hschwaner@r-e-l.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 03, 2004 1:49 PM

Subject: Re: Stow Centry 2/01/04 Lend Me Your Ears

> Mr. Schunk: With reference to 6 your published article and from a
>consultants point of view " very well written article”. Your insight and
>presentation of community issues related to the airport master plan is
>excellent.

>Sincerely, Hermann Schwaner, PE Richland Engineering

>Limited -

B This e-mail, including any files transmitted with it, is
>confidential. It is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity
>to whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient or the person
>responsible for delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient, be advised
>that you have received this e-mail in error, and that any use,
~dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly
>prohibited.

N
E{r. Schwaner --

Thanks very much for the kudos -- they are very much appreciated.

It's been a frustrating process, 1 think, from all angles. And the extremes
at each end of the spectrum have not helped -- the university's arrogance,
at times, and the screaming residents. [n many ways, the unmentioned angle
is Richland, truly caught between a rock and a hardplace. | suppose, in
many ways, you have to separate the public ire against the university, the
city, myself, and amongst the public, at times, and simply do your job to
the best of your ability. But, on the other hand, the competence that is
evident on your end after such a massive study hasn't been questioned
either. You've truly "jumped through every hoop.”

Thanks for continuing to be a big help during this process.

Sincerely,

Andy Schunk

2/4/04
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patience with

flawed airport planning process

It seems to me a fundamen-
tal flaw exists with the plan-
ning process surrounding the
future of Kent State Airport.

It is admirable that the uni-
versity, as dictated by the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration,
15 requesting public comment
on the issue — when options
threaten homes and quality of
life for people in two different
communities, input is essen-
tial.

In turn, input is essential for
the university and private
businesses at the airport in
determining their own futures.

But when the university,
which owns the airport, con-
ducts public meetings while
still doing its research, it begs
all sorts of questions that can-
not yet be answered.

“We're still assessing our
options,” university officials
say. “This is part of the data
collection process.”

“W one hand, the university
1 follow a mandated pro-
Ct.. In preparing for airport
changes as dictated by the
FAA, and, to their credit, they

_are doing s0. __

- -

But what do university offi-
cials and the FAA expect will
happen when one of the
options is that residents’
homes will be affected by the
airport’s expansion, and they
have no answers to those
homeowners' questions?

_ Predictably, frustration sets
in as residents’ questions and
comments go unanswered
because the universiry doesn't
know yet.

So a conundrum develops
where public meetings
become a maddening one-way
dialectic.

Valid questions about prop-
erty values with no answers.
Comments about noise and
environmental studies with lit-
tle feedback. Lots of “duly
noteds™ and “thanks for your
comments” and “we'll take
that into considerations.”

More answers are needed,
and it is understandable resi-
dents want them as soon as
possible.

But engineers of the master
plan say more detailed
answers won't be available
until a decision is made and

e e e e S T L T
______ -

Airport

Shel Senpry * 2/, fo%/

an alternative is chosen. Then,
a much more in-depth analysis
of socioeconomic factors spe-
cific to that alternative will be
completed.

Though they may be
annoyed at the airport plan-
ning process, homeowners
should have patience with the
university, the engineers and
the FAA and allow them to
honor the process,.

Some changes in the pro-
cess before the Feb. 18 and
Feb. 19 public meetings at
Stow City Hall would help
residents survive the process.

People need to know that
their opinion will count.

University officials have
said public sentiment is
important, and residents right-
ly question that statement con-
sidering university trustees
will ultimately decide the
direction in which they want
their airport to go.

Are the public meetings, as
one resident told me, “mere
window dressing?”

It would demonstrate a

-See AIRPORT — Page 9)

------
-

From Fage &

never appreciated the airport

breathtaking level of arrogance
if they were, as that would
mean the university not only
has decided on the preferred
alternative, but has no problem
wasting residents’ time in the
process.

1 do believe public comment
will carry weight as a decision
is made by the university —
that some of the unpopular
master plan options have been
nixed and FAA officials’
awareness of the public vitriol
already are evidence of this.

Residents would also be

helped if some answers or
statistics were prepared by city
officials, private business own-
ers and the FAA as to whether
the airport can still function
without the flight school,
which makes up a majority of
the airport’s operations.

The airport is not synony-
mous with the flight school.
That bears repeating: If the
school goes, the airport does-
n't automatically shut down.

If the flight school leaves
let’s mot let the airfield’s future
be determined by people who

but purchased a home there
anyway, only to choose the
current forum on expansion to
complain about 60 years of
virtually unchanged airport
operalions.

Unlike the flaws inherent in
the current master planning
process, We Can prepare our
own answers before the ques-
tions arrive.

As for what the university
and FAA might decide,

patience is a virtue,
E-mail: aschunk@ recordpub.nat
Phone: 330-688-0088, ext. 3147

| E-mail news tips to StowSentry@record pub.net J
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Portage site suitable

With reference to the Record-

Courier’s Jan. 25 editorial concerning.

the possible relocation of the KSU
Airport, this move was recommended
 to the Portage County commissioners
" around the time the Portage County
Nursing Home on Infirmary Road
was closing. . .

That building could be used as the
KSU School of Aviation for offices
and classrooms. There is sufficient
» land owned by the Portage County
Airport Authority. to build hangars.
Additionally, new hangars are being
built at the Portage County Airport for

the general aviation aircraft based at
KSU.

It is unknown by me when KSU
last used FAA funds for airport im-
provements. There is a time period
when these funds would have to be re-
paid. However, if the university sells
the property it would be in receipt of
funds for repayment, if necessary.

_ KSU Airport prohibits “touch and

.goes” landings, so-the majority of

their students use the Portage County

Airport for this exercise. The funds

generated by KSU moving to Portage

County would be funds kept in
Portage County, not Summil.

Jeane M. Wolcott

Ravenna

 The Record-Courier welcomes letters from readers. -
We reserve the right to condense letters because of space limitations and'to
correct errors of fact, spelling, grammar and punctuation.
" To ensure a diversity of opinion, writers are limited to one published letter
" every 30 days. Reburtal letters will be printed at the discretion af the editor.

Letters may be

sent to 126 N. Chestnut 5t., Ravenna 44266 0F 206 E. Erie

St., Kent 44240 or e-mailed to editor @ recordpub.com.

|



Airport' plans-;

still up in air.

Edinburg site not li

By Tom Prusha
Record-Couriar stalf wrilar

Chances of an airport being
built in Edinburg are-about
zero, township officials and
residents were told Thursday
by a Kent State University offi-
cial,

A 400-acre site north of Gid-
dings Road and west of 5.R.
183 is listed as 2 pmsuhl: loca-
tion for a new KSU airport in a
long-range plan. The proposed
airport would tost 520.8 mil-
lion:

About 80 people came to.an
Edinburg Township trustees
meeting to hearabout the plan
to build on lhen:pmpmr or. in
their neighborhood.

Thomas Clapper: KSU trans-
portation manager;” told; the

crowd the proposal.is designed ;

to comply with:Fedéral Avia-
tion Administrationmiles and is
one of seven alternatives the
university must submit to re-
vamyp its avintion services.

-." ﬂ

= ¥ |.'. r..-l
He indicated t.hﬂx it is ﬁnﬂn-
ly that KSU would. p
with building a new. it

the site, :.cmdmg tg: Tovm:
Tristee Thbmas Repeik, who
invited Clhppu‘ tuu,l.ttr.ni the
meeting. - o

Clapper :e'.rlewed "Ik pro-
posal. “He answered a lot of
questions,” Repcik said.

KSU is seeking a plan toex-
pand or replace its-airport in
Stow. The possibility of relo-
cating to the Portage Cmnty
Airport in Shalersville also is
under consideration:,
to look at other mﬂg sites,
enlarge or improve the cument
site, or.to ﬁ:k at nmmplﬁely
new site,” Repeik said. 5

port coming 16 the.to

“You would hive to- cmﬂc};
er, they would-be Iulmg
homes, land br: farms; .H.E.!ﬁd.

See Alrport pllgl mn

Airport

The Edinburg site is zoned
residential-agricultural.

Bill Kibler facms. about 300
acres in the_area. of.the pro-

. posed site:,

;'ltwcrulﬂ i.}ut us in half. We
farm'on both sides'of Gid-
dings. The airport wuu!:[*tal::
about 40 acres of bur property
along with our house and
some buildings," Kibler said.

He said he grows soybeans,’

com, wheat and hay, He:also
raises abour 50 head'of beef
cattle.

“T believe the whole thing is
not going to happen,” he said.

“The way (Clapper) ex-
plained‘is that whin they need
to ‘upgrade, the airport, they
need FAN appm:ml and part of
that approval is running mfemj

 studies, One.of the provisions

they miist look at is a totally
new site,” Kibler said.
“Edinburg, in my upmmn is
not  very, gu-u-d selettion be-
cause we havé so many homes

on the north side of Giddings,,

where the airport would be,” he

Record Courier Saturday, January 31, 2004

said,

“This is a life-changing
threat. We didn’t see it.com-
ing. It was quite a surprise to
usall..] think the mood of the
meeting was preity much re-
lief but there is some concern
this could materialize., It is
certainly not totally, out of the
picture but we feel a lot better
because of the meeting.” Ki-
bler said,

Karlz Crutchfield, who lives
with Jason Dillon on his prop-
erly right across the street from
the proposed site, said resi-
dénts” were not aware of the
meeting and that she put fliers
in.mailboxes Thursday: toitell
them aboat it:

“It took someone in: our
community who was unable to
sell her house because of the
proposed airport. Everybody
ig in limbo right now Hup-cv
Tully,.he's right that there i5 a
zern percent-chance, but we
don'bknow. We don't know if
we can fixup our old farm
house: Theré is nuﬂlmg we
can do-until this is resolved.
We live out here so we dop! L
have jets flying over, C'n:lc
field Said.

Clapper -could not. t_r_g.
reachied for comment., 71
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Reasonable alternative

Relocating KSU airport to
Portage cost-effective option

As Kent State University de-
bates plans for the future of its
airport, one possible alternative
— relocating the airport from
S.R. 59 in Stow to the Shalersville
site of the Portage County Airport
— deserves a closer look.

KSU's proposed master plan for
the airport, which it has operated
since World War I, projects con-
tinued growth for the facility, in-
cluding more than doubling its
demand for service hours as well
as adding substantially to the
number of aircraft stored there.

Expansion at the Stow site
would be problematic and costly.
Expanding the runways across
North River Road or S.R. 59
{Kent Road) would cost about 540
million, according to one esti-
mate. Because the airport is es-
sentially landlocked by residential
and commercial development,
such a course of action would in-
volve disruption of nearby neigh-

borhoods, including Pambi Farms,

an executive housing subdivision.
It also would affect heavily trav-
eled thoroughfares serving the
Stow-Kent retail area.

The airport has been a target of
criticism in Stow for many years.
While the vast majority of the
homes surrounding it were built
long after it was established, that
has not deterred neighbors from
complaining about noise and safe-
tv concerns as well as an-: dverse

impact on property values. The
chorus of opposition is likely to
become even more strident if
large-scale expansion 18 proposed.

That seems less likely to be the
case if KSU considers the possi-
bility of relocating the facility to
the Portage County Airport,
which is located in the Igfirmary
Road area in Shalersvillein a
rural area where residential con-
cerns may be less of a problem.

The Shalersville site appears to
have ample room for expansion,
and KSU would be building upon
an existing facility, which would
be less costly than the other alter-
native involving Portage County,
the possibility of building a new
airport on a site in Edinburg, west
of S.R. 183. Moving the
Shalersville would cost about
$5.4 million, according to KSU,
compared with a $20 million
price tag for an entirely new facil-
ity. Either alternative is consider-
ably less than the $40 million cost
projected for large-scale expan-
sion at the Stow site.

With a decision on the fate of
the airport likely sometime this
year, we urge KSU to give careful
consideration to the Shalersville
site, which is within a modest
drive of the Kent campus and ap-
pears to be a reasonable alterna-
tive to building from scratch or
taking on a costly and controver-
sial expansion project in Stow.

Record Courier - Opinion section - Sunday, January 25, 2004




KSU gets
earful on
future of
its airport
Expansion is one option;

most residents say either
leave it alone, or move it

By Tracy Wheeler
Beacon Joumal stafl writer

the answer to your

“It's the best thing at half the
cost,” said 4
man.agernfxlm:sm \
tation Services, ted

in cost from
$1.7 million to million. The
$40 million option, which would

Akron Beacon Journal Thursday, January 22, 2004

Airport

Residents do not get
to vote on final plan

Continued from Page B1

ver
and Route 59, is essentially out,
Clapper said.

Eent State's airport is land-
locked by homes that have
sprouted up around it.

The current process to ad-
dress the airport’s future is part
of an te of the airport’s 20-
year plan, last completed in

is for the university to review
the alternatives internally, have
another public meeting like
Wednesday night’s in mid-Feb-
ruary, then reach a final dec-
sion inwh'!ﬂi.llrch or April. The dg;_
cision require approval
the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, which could take six to
nine months.

Residents occasionally
velled at Wednesday's i
upset that they had been le
out of the decision making un-
til it was too late. Many said
they wuuldlhznt_ ha?eifhtll'ld:g;
homes near the airport
had known there were plans to
expand it.

Wiorried that he could lose
his homes, one resident asked if
eminent domain is a possibility.
Clapper said, “At this time,

Clapper was also asked if
Stow residents would get a
chance to 1.'0;: on th;ﬂ bi:umi
posal. No, Clapper said, “
think we're hearing you loud
and clear right now.”

One resident cautioned oth-
ers that of the ai land
is industrial. If the air-
port leaves, he said, something
much worse could move in.

“People, be careful what
you ask for,” he said, *“you

ight just get it.”

proposed 390-acre Por-

tage County site is located be-

tween state Route 44 and Infir-

mary Road in Edinburg
Township, near Interstate 76.

A group o m:;i.r[mrt
mﬂammu' il meet at 7 pam.
Feb. 11 at Roses Run Country

* Club.

Tracy Wheeler can be reached at 330-996-
3721 or tawhoelerSthebeaconjourral. com
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Airport plans draw debate

No decision made regarding expansion, relocation

By Chad Murphy
Record-Courier stalf writer

STOW — Residents came
out both for and against possi-
ble Kent State University Air-
port expansion or relocation
Wednesday as a standing room
only crowd filled City Council
chambers.

KSU Transportation Manag-
er Tom Clapper presented and
heard public comment — often
loud and heated — about the
seven current options regarding
the airport along Kent Road
(S.R. 59).

Options range from leaving
. airport as is or expanding
the runway at the current facili-
iy to relocating operations to
the Portage County Airport in
Shalersville or another site in
Edinburg. The crowd seemed
to favor leaving the Stow air-
port as is, but relocating it if ex-
pansion was needed for the
program.

I think we're hearing you

LORAIN

Man charged in

loud and clear right now,"
Clapper said. “We are truly
-.-.dnung to find a win situation
for all.”

Relocating the airport to
Shalersville seemed to be the
cheapest expansion alternative
at about $5.8 million, according
to the draft 20-year master plan.
The “do nothing” option came
in at $1.6 million, for runway
and safety improvements.

When presented, the reloca-
tion options drew rounds of ap-
plause from the audience. Sev-
eral members questioned why
options expanding the Stow
airport were still under consid-
eration when the answer
seemed obvious.

Clapper said it's part of the
planning process.

Several residents also object-
ed to the projected increase in
air traffic, citing safety and
noise concerns as well as de-
clining property values from an
expanded airport. According to

the draft, KSU expects to move
from 50 to 75 aireraft stored at
the site and also expects 10 dou-
ble its demand for service from

60,000 o 123,600 hours per

year,

Residents questioned how
many homes would be lost Lo
the expansion, especially with
a new housing development
Lmu" in on property the uni-
versity would acquire if ex-
panding. Expansion plans
would stretch the runway
across North River Road or
Kent Road, depending on the
alternative considered. Clapper
said the road affected would be
tunneled under or re-routed
around the runway.

But if the airport moves,
other residents questioned what
would come in its place. The
property is zoned partially rest-
dential but mostly industrial,
and those residents fear o mall
or factory would spring up.

“You could actually have it

death

worse than vou have it now,”
one resicent sad.

Mayor Karen Fritschel said
she wants to start looking now
at what the city might do with
the property should the airport
be relocated. Councilman Ryan
Alexander said he opposed any
alternative that would affect
residents’ property,

Clapper said the hearing was -
part of the process to find a .
“preferred alternative,” which
would be sent 1o KSU"s Board
of Trustees for final approval,
hopefully in March or April.
Omce approved, that alternative _
would be forwarded to the Fed- -
eral Aviation Administration in
Detroit for their review. '

Clapper said the FAA neither
approves nor denies arport
master plans, but will decide
whether to help fund the pro-
ject.

E-mail:

cmurphy@ recordpub.com
Phone: (330) 673-3491

of wife

Police: Students on way to library saw shootmg

Associated Prass

LORAIN — A crowd of ele-
mentary and middle school stu-
dents on their way to a public
library saw a man shoot his
wife to death in the parking lot,

“lice said.

George Kallas, 62, shot the
assistant librarian five times as
she entered her job then walked
calmly into the library and sat
down near an auxiliary police
officer on duty, authorities said.

Some students just out of

charge of aggravated murder.
Lorain Municipal Judge
Thomas Elwell set bond at $1
million and certified the charge
for review by a Lorain County
grand jury.

Attorney Kenneth Lieux,
who represented Kallas, said
his client had been married
about 40 years, raised three
children and retired from the
city's Ford Motor Co. plant.

“I'd say he's pretty much in
shock,” Lieux said. Besides en-
terine his nlea. Kallas said

AR 1T
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KSU airport adds
Edinburg option

. By Mike Sever
Record-Courier staff writer

Kent State University will
hold another public meeting on
the master plan for its airport op-
erations at 7.p.m. Wednesday in
the Stow City Hall.

This one will cover various al-
lernatives being explored for the
airport’s air operations.

sterPlan.cfm. .
The draft document outlines
several different alternatives,
from doing nothing, to building
a new facility with a possible
site in Edinburg as an illustra-
tion. The report says five alter-
natives were excluded from fur-
ther review because of high
costs — from $38 million 1o
over $40 million in each case.

The latest draft of the plan is . :

: L . Public comment on'the plan
i';?;hblc ;h}:%ugh th:it:m" ers;; will be used to determine future
hup:r!\-.rww.k:nmdufairpuruh*la See Option, page A10

Option

airport activity, growth and de-
velopment options.

Thomas Clapper, spokesman
for the university airport, said
copies of the report also-are

available for review at the refer-

ence desk of the Stow Public
Library. Public comment may
be made through the Web site
as well.

One alternative missing from
the draft is moving operations
to the Akron-Fulton Airport
near downtown Akron.

“Akron-Fulton dropped out

pretty early ... it's topography is
not real conducive to flight
training activities," Clapper
said. The airport’s distance
from the university also is a de-
terrent, he said.

Of the still active alterna-
tives, costs range from $1.69
million for the “do nothing" al-
ternative up to $23 million.

All but two of the altemna-
tives deal with improvements
and changes to the exisung
Kent State University Airport in
Stow.

Alternative 7 would relocate
the university's air programs 10
the Portage County Regional
Airport in Shalersville, with a
price tag of $5.4 million.

Alternative 6 would relocate
to a new airport facility at a cost
of $20.8 million. The draft plan
identifies a potential site in Ed-
inburg, west of S.R. 183 and
north of Giddings Road. Stroup
Road would be cut in this sce-
nario.

Clapper said the Edinburg al-

" ternative is in because “it was

an FAA requirement of us to
look at an entire new site.”

One more public comment
session will be held in Febru-
ary. No date has been set, Clap-
per said.

“In that session, we will look
at the economic analysis and
environmental impacts,” Clap-
per said.
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Stow should ‘welcome’ airport upsize

As a Stow resident, [ would
like to see the expansion of the
airport, and 1 believe any
improvements o the cily or
airport should be welcome. |
live across the street from the
airport and sill am awed by
flight.

The noise is really not as bad
as some make it out to be. 1
have become rather accus-
tomed to it. After reading the
article in the Dec. 14 Stow
Sentry, | was surprised by the
negative reaction.

As far as the concerns of
Pambi residents, the KSU Air-
port was there prior to any of

those homes, Where do people
get off by wanting lo change
somiething that was there prior
to them? 1 knew there was an
airport when 1 bought my
home 10 years ago, just as I

knew where there were
schools, shopping and high-
ways.

I am so tired of sacrificing
the many for the few. The KSU
flight program is one to be
admired, as shown by the huge
turmout for Aviation Day. |
would much rather sce another
plane than another 200 cars for
a shopping plaza.

This issue is mot any differ-

ent than the residents of Brook
Park that don't like the noise of
Cleveland Hopkins Airport.
Did they bother to drive the
community before buying a
home, or were they under the
impression that once they
moved in people would just
bow down 1o meet their needs?
I say expand the airport — it
was there first! If people don’t
like it, them moveé. The next
thing people will complain
about is the trains. Let's see
them fight the railroad on that
one.
Nancy Friess
St
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U.S. House — 14th Congressional District
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LS. Senate
George Voinowich...........c.commmmenpeeinen202-224-3303
B-34 Dirkson Office Building, Washington, D. . 20510
Michael DeWine... w2 2-224-2315
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Ohio House — 42nd District
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Public Meeting Advisories Stow Sentry and Tallmadge Express - Sunday, January 4 2004

! !
January e — Pana 27
034 Highy Dr $69 0040
L. Ienton 1120 Hiwood Ave, 160,500 :
3450 Lake Ron Bivd $90.000 * Notice of a Public Meeting *
2182 Lynnwood Dr 51,250
2669 Prescott Downs SIEIEEEN Purpose: Kent State University Airport Master Plan
i b BN When: Wednesday, january 21,2004 @ 7:00 PM
586 Cynthia Lane S181.400 Where: Stow City Hall
1011 Howard Dr $174.000 The Kent State University Airport Is currently
| "'""'I'“” ':‘ "':*""'” corducting an Airport Master Plah, and is
K Mume 1) Northwest Ave, L RENCLI] # i
m,,,l,.,:,”_“_mf,“ ket seeking input from the local community. The
W0 Southeast Ave S179.000 information in these chapters will be utilized to
detérmine future alrport activity, growth, ahd
g :""”""'I"l"r : :’I Ii.lru:: development options. Chapters ohe thru three
. SRS Fairlielil Dy K. £
b e TBLk S are - avallable on  our websité: http://
1242 Shanbrk D 226,000 ' WWkEHt.EdeE'IiI‘PDrﬂHa&tequah.Cﬁ'l '
19y Slieraii [ 1155 000 o ;. e g

b conducting ar . Airpart, Master Plam, and: is:
- seeking input fromr the: lacal community:: Thes
i infarmatiam in these chapters: will be: utilized: ta
b determime future airpart activity; grawtly, and:

2age 20 — Stow Sentry — January 4, 2004

h it
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Purpose: Kent State University Airport Master Plan
When: Wednesday, January 21,2004 @ T{}D PM
Where: Stow City Hall
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seeking input from the local community. The

infarmation in: these chapters will be utilized to
determine future airport actvity; growth, and
development options. Chapters one thru' three
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www.kent.eduw/airpart/MasterPlan.cfm
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