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Kent State
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Themes

Driving Questions:

= Why didn’t the students disperse
when confronted by the National
Guard?

= Who was most responsible for the
attack — the National Guard or

5
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ow can the lessons we learned

during the Kent State protests
apply to student protest todaye¢



Day 1: First Amendment




First Amendment
Congress shall make no law

respecting an establisnment of
religion, or prohibifing the free
exercise ’rhereo or Obrldgmg the







Landmark Cases

Research the followinhg cases:

m West Virginica State Board of
Education vs. Barnette (1943)

u Tinker v. Des Moines (1969)

m Bethel School District v. Fraser
(1985)

s Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier (1988)
= Morse v. Frederick (2007)






Class Discussion

1 Which case does your group think
is most relevant to your lives
today? List the case and explain
your rationale.

2 Which case do you think is the
least important? List the case
and explain your rationale.
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Limits in Schools

Schools May Limit Free Speech IF:

m [t creates a substantial disruption
(Tinker)

m |t is vulgar or lewd (Fraser)
m [t advocates lllegal drug use (Morse)

= Their Censorship is viewpoint neutral
and based on a reasonable
educational justification (Hazelwood)



Day 2: The Kent State Incident




War in Cambodia
(1970)

Nixon Announces
Entering Cambodio
[Time cover — The New War:

Will Nixon’s Gamble Work?]

[Map - US Bombing of
Cambodia: All 115,273
Targets — Oct. 4, 1965 to Aug,

15, 1973]



May 15, 1970
Burying the Constitution

= Symbolized: Murdere=

[V-198&
of the Constitution © 7 S -5 o =

Constitution, May 1, 1970]

THE ~ COMSTIPUTION oOF THE UNIYED STATES
PRl AR CONDCMIE @ e SSp BRI

Fregident Fixon has flagranbly viclated our ecomstltutionsl rights
by invading a eoveprslgn netlon without a deelavatiaze of wer by
Congrois. Hixon has garnsred all govermmental powar B0 tho
axsoutive end eormitted us to n pourss of national barbazriir:

a8 orims thot we will nevar ba abla %o shed., Has hes hean motlvetod
anly by his own parsensnl whiwe, He hes nelthsrs comsulted Gongrans
or the eitipans of the United Steten. In cpssnes Bs has usSurpod
power In a fephlon not dissimilsr to o coup dietet. FPresalden® Hizon
han muMsrad the Comstitution and mids: & wookery of his plaims

to repressnt lew and opder. In recognition of the docoansd wo
wlll pormdit the Conetitution to the sapth at . . .

12;00  KOON _TODAY
B THE OCMMOBS IN FRONT OF THE VICTORY BELL
__ Wowa Histeriaps Oppossd to Ragime snd Expleitation




May 15, 1970

Riots in Downtown Kent

= Some Broken Windows

= Police Dispersed the Crowd

= Kent Mayor
Heard rumors of a radical plot
Declared a state of emergency

Telephoned the governor in Columbus for
assistance.

A National Guard officer was immediately
dispatched.

Bars were closed by local authorities
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May 39, 1970

Ohio Riot Act

s Crowd Asked to Disperse

Tear gas Fired

{Ampeded Honre M N 1391}

AN ACT

To make un emergency appropriation for the
bicnnimm emding Juns 20, 1971

[See Edition of “Appropriation Acds™)

File Mo, 475 Effective Jane 12, 1970,

CAmended Sabatltute Hesse BEll Mo 12153

AN ACT

To enscl seclions 2023.61. and 3345.22, to JHE.20,
imelpive, of the Revissd Code to control
campuz disceder, and to provide for the
immediste suspension or dismisse]l of atu=
dents and faculty, under certain clrenm-

slapcia.
B it emacted by the Gemeral Assembly of the State of Ohio:
SEcTon 1. ‘That sections 202381, A345.20, MMG.ES, 354524,

345,25, and 3545.26 of the Hevised Code be cnacted to read as
fallowa:

L |1 DSOS RN (SRR T R IR, | PR R |

COLLEGE OH UNIVERSITY, SHALL WILLFULLY OR KNOW.
INGLY D) ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:

{1} ENTER OR REMAIN UPON THE LAND OR PREM.
IZES OF A COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY, OF ANY SEPARATE
ROOM, EBUILDIMG, FACILITY, BENCLOSURE, Ol AREA
THEREQL, WITHOUT FRIVILEGE TO DO 80, OR, BEING ON
O IN ANY SUCIL LAND., PREMISES, ROOM, BUILDING,
FACILITY, ENCLOSURE, OF AREA, FATL OR REFUSE T
LEAVE TPON REQUEST OF FEOFER AUTHORITY, AND
WITHOUT REASONABLE JUSTIFICATION OF EXCUSE FOR
SUCTH FAILURE OF REFUSAL:-:

- %&PHGI'IATB A RESTEICTION ON ACQCESS, CURFEW,
) STRICTION ON ASSEMOLY IMPOSED PURRUANT TO
SECTION 131526 OF THE REVISED CODE:

(2} ENCAGE IN CONDUCT WHICH URGES, INCITES
O ENCOURAGES ANOTHER TO VIOLATE THIS SECI'IU.‘?E:
WHEN BUCH CONDUCT TAKES PLACE IN CIRCUMSTANCES
WHICH CREATE A CLEAR AND PRESENT DANGER OF
SUCH VIOLATION.

(E) N0 PERSON SHALL WILLFULLY OR ENOWINGLY:

(1} WITH FORCE OR VIOLENCE, DISRUPT THE OR-
DERLY CONDUCT OF LAWFUL ACTIVITI B
OR TNIVEREITY ; 0 AT

(2} ENGAGE IN CONDUCT WHICH THREATENS OR
INVOLVES SERIOUS INJURY TO PERSONS OF PROFERTY
AT A COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY.

(C) WHOEVER VIOLATES THIS SBECTION 18 GUILTY
OF DISRUPTION, AND SIALL BE FINED NOT MORE THAN
ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS OR IMPRISONED NOT MORE
THAN THIRTY DAYS, OR BOTH, FOR A FIEST OFFENSE
PORE EACH SUBSEQUENT OFFENSE, SUCH PERSOMN SHALL
BE FINRD NOT MORE THAN FIVE HUNDEED DOLLARS DR
INTRISONED NOT MORE THAN 2IX MONTIIS, OR BOTIL

College stwdent or staff membor arrested fop eerlain allfemses 1o
he afforded a hearing; suspension: appesl.

Sec. 14528 (A) A STUDENT, FACULTY OR STAFE
MLD‘E—IE%thDEgﬁTLgTU%‘LA COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY
WITT cE t ATE FUNDS IN 3UFPORT THERE-
OF. ARREZTED FOR ANY NPERVER n"ﬁurE#n w?‘\rtn:ﬂ&%'
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May 4™, 1970

Resumption of Classes
n Gathering on the Commons

Guard Enters with Fixed
Bayonefs

[Photo — Two students
standing near where tear gas
canisters landed|]
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Kent State Protesis

[Photo — KSU protest]
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hitps:// YC . watch
ev=pVC



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pVCoNEJCokE

Kent State Protests

4 Dead

2 Wounded

(1970)

[Three images —
1. Jeff Miller after being

P,
3.

killed, May 4, 1970

LIFE cover, May 1970
Student strike photo
following Kent State
Shootings, Louisiana State
University]
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https://newsela.com/read/lib-blm-civil-rights-protest-history/id/2001018483/

Day 4-7: Interview




May 4th
Late Night Talk Show

Presentation




Day 8: Debate




Topics to Consider

Could the shootings on the campus of
Kent State been preventede

Who was most responsible for the
events of May 4ihe

Is May 4" relevant foday?
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