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This educational teaching plan was developed during Kent State University’s Summer 2021 workshop titled Making
Meaning of May 4: The 1970 Kent State Shootings in US History. The workshop was supported by Kent State and the
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) grant program titled Landmarks of American History and Culture:
Workshops for School Teachers.

This teaching plan is shared to promote understanding of the Kent State shootings on May 4, 1970; enhance humanities
education across the disciplines; and illustrate the meaning of May 4 for today.
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Remember May 4

Lesson Inspirations
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AVID

Advancement via Individual
Determination

College readiness system, first
generation/low income

WICOR skills (writing, inquiry,
collaboration, organization, reading)
College preparation

Character building

Strategies (engaging best practices)
Essential Question: What is the meaning of
May 4 and student activism in today’s
society? (full unit or standalone lessons)

[AVID logo]

[Diagram - WICOR: Writing,
Inquiry, Collaboration,
Organization, Reading]



Opinion | Preparing Young Americans for a Complex
World (Published 2017)

Chimamanda Nqgozi Adichie: The danger of a single story

Lunchroom Fight | | Stanford History Education Group
What is historical memory? - Choices Program



https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/08/opinion/preparing-young-americans-for-a-complex-world.html?ref=opinion&_r=0&referer=https://t.co/jofZ4Mina8
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/08/opinion/preparing-young-americans-for-a-complex-world.html?ref=opinion&_r=0&referer=https://t.co/jofZ4Mina8
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story/up-next
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons/lunchroom-fight-i
https://www.choices.edu/video/what-is-historical-memory/

m Explore the archives/feature key artifacts or oral histories to prove
that students are eyewitnesses to history Browse By
Sub-Collection - Kent State University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives

m Students select their own primary source and submit it to a class
archive

e YOU are the Primary Source. These 400+ History
Organizations Want... | by Made By Us | (History) Made By Us

e Trash or Treasure? What Gets Saved *Might* Get
Remembered



https://omeka.library.kent.edu/special-collections/kent-state-shootings-digital-archive/browse-by-sub-collection#Laura%20Davis%20May%204%20papers
https://omeka.library.kent.edu/special-collections/kent-state-shootings-digital-archive/browse-by-sub-collection#Laura%20Davis%20May%204%20papers
https://omeka.library.kent.edu/special-collections/kent-state-shootings-digital-archive/browse-by-sub-collection#Laura%20Davis%20May%204%20papers
https://medium.com/history-made-by-us/you-are-the-primary-source-211c33053bcf
https://medium.com/history-made-by-us/you-are-the-primary-source-211c33053bcf
https://medium.com/history-made-by-us/trash-or-treasure-what-gets-saved-might-get-remembered-dcc9a4b3e9ad
https://medium.com/history-made-by-us/trash-or-treasure-what-gets-saved-might-get-remembered-dcc9a4b3e9ad

m The evolution of American protest music
m Analyze their own favorite song with what message it sends



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qLc5QJsMgvw

m Media Literacy

e Socratic Seminar using Kent State photos to learn analysis
methods and how photographs can influence perception
Photos: Kent State May 4 shootings - Confrontation turns into
national tragedy (Inspiration also from Lesson Plan: The power
of photographs from Vietnam to the border crisis)

e Student-led Socratic bringing photos of a scene that impacted
them (Border crisis)



https://www.beaconjournal.com/photogallery/OH/20200501/NEWS/501009998/PH/1
https://www.beaconjournal.com/photogallery/OH/20200501/NEWS/501009998/PH/1
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/daily-videos/lesson-plan-power-of-photographs-from-vietnam-to-the-border-crisis/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/daily-videos/lesson-plan-power-of-photographs-from-vietnam-to-the-border-crisis/

Personal mission: What would you do if money was no object? (Chic)
Historical and current context:
e Newspapers from lllinois Universities Browse By Sub-Collection - Kent State
University Libraries. Special Collections and Archives
e Reagan note on Berkeley protest
Choices Program | Taking It to the Streets: A Year of Global Protests
e Port Huron Statement - Exhibit - Resistance and Revolution: The
Anti-Vietnam War Movement at the University of Michigan, 1965-1972
Call to action: My Wish For US
Narrative unit:
e Tell the story of a group/event that you believe is “forgotten” (I'll provide
options)
e Something about yourself that is unknown
e Kent State shootings: Paralyzed survivor Dean Kahler harbors no anger



https://omeka.library.kent.edu/special-collections/kent-state-shootings-digital-archive/browse-by-sub-collection#Laura%20Davis%20May%204%20papers
https://omeka.library.kent.edu/special-collections/kent-state-shootings-digital-archive/browse-by-sub-collection#Laura%20Davis%20May%204%20papers
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources/spotlight-primary-source/ronald-reagan-unrest-college-campuses-1967
https://www.choices.edu/teaching-news-lesson/global-protests/
https://michiganintheworld.history.lsa.umich.edu/antivietnamwar/exhibits/show/exhibit/origins-of-students-for-a-demo/port_huron_statement
https://michiganintheworld.history.lsa.umich.edu/antivietnamwar/exhibits/show/exhibit/origins-of-students-for-a-demo/port_huron_statement
https://www.mywishforus.com/
https://www.cincinnati.com/in-depth/news/history/2020/05/01/kent-state-shooting-survivor-dean-kahler-paralyzed-reflects-50-years/3057130001/
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