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Consent to Participate in a Research Study

Study Title: The title on the consent form must match the title on the IRB application

Principal Investigator: PI Name and, optional, Co-Investigator Name

Funder: Delete if not funded

You are being invited to participate in a research study. This consent form will provide you with information on the research project, what you will need to do, and the associated risks and benefits of the research. Your participation is voluntary. Please read this form carefully. It is important that you ask questions and fully understand the research in order to make an informed decision.

Purpose 

Provide a statement describing the research and why it is being done. The description should be easily

understood by a non-scientist.
Procedures

Provide information on study procedures. Describe what the participants will be asked to do for the study and what data will be collected, such as personal records, written materials, questionnaires, and health information. Include all procedures and tasks and differentiate between those that are for research purposes and those that are standard practice. 
Provide information on the expected duration of subject participation and any follow-up requirements. 
Consent forms need to be written in the second person – for example, “you will be asked to…”
Benefits
Describe any benefit to the subjects or to others (society, the scientific community) which may be reasonably expected from the research. If the individual will receive no direct benefit, this should be stated. Note that payment is not considered a benefit and should be in the Compensation section.

Sample statements:
“The potential benefits of participating in this study may include...”
OR

“This research will not benefit you directly. However, your participation in this study will help us to better understand...”

Risks and Discomforts
(Identify and describe any reasonably foreseeable risks or discomforts associated with the research. Include physical, psychological, social, legal, and economic risks. Explain any safeguards or precautions that may be taken to reduce the risks/discomforts. For example, in studies that discuss or inquire about emotionally sensitive issues, referral information or access to appropriate counseling assistance must be provided. If there are no known risks, include a statement to that effect.) 

Sample statements:

“There are no anticipated risks beyond those encountered in everyday life.”

 OR

“Some of the question that you will be asked are of a personal nature and may cause you embarrassment or stress. You may ask to see the questions before deciding whether or not to participate in the study.”

OR

“Some of the questions we ask may be upsetting, or you may feel uncomfortable answering them. If you do not wish to answer a question, you may skip it and go on to the next question.”
Confidentiality

We will keep your information confidential within the limits of the law, but due to the nature of the internet there is a chance that someone could access information that may identify you without permission.
(state any other study specific parameters)

Future Research

Your de-identified information may be used by or shared with other research without your additional consent.
OR

Your de-identified information will not be used or shared with other researchers. 

Compensation 

Describe any forms of compensation for study participation. For research that compensates via course requirement, extra credit or similar, this compensation must be described.  Please note that in this case, an alternative to research participation must be provided. Compensation for multi-phase projects should not be contingent on completion of the whole project. If the research involves more than minimal risk, provide an explanation of whether compensation and medical treatment is available if injury occurs, what the treatment consists of, and where further information can be obtained.)
Voluntary 

Participation in this study is voluntary. You may discontinue participation at any time without penalty or loss of benefits. 

(If necessary enrolling students state “Your participation of non-participation will not affect your grades.”)
If you have any questions or concerns about this research, you may contact (Principal Investigator) at (campus phone number). This project has been approved by the Kent State University Institutional Review Board. If you have any questions about your rights as a research participant or complaints about the research, you may call the IRB at 330-672-2704.
To participate click the button below. If you do not want to participate, exit the window. 
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