
 
 

Shelley Blundell, Communication and Information 



 Today’s session will discuss 
 

 Academic research at the graduate level,  
 

 How to begin a research endeavor,  
 

 Formulating a research idea, 
 

 Efficient and effective academic reading, and 
 

 Where to turn for assistance/advice/resources. 
 



 Expected within (and to be a part of) ‘the academy.’ 
 

 Academic research strengthens your argument. 
 

 Academic research = assessment of what has been done. 
 

 Professors, advisors, and librarians – all great resources. 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So – why is academic research important?In college; you must state WHY something is important. Doing research on the issue will give you the WHY.Academic research gives you access to what is being said about your issue by the academic community. Using academic research to strengthen your argument helps make it more convincing.Shows people you have done your homework – “This issue is important, and other researchers agree …”



 Google – improved dramatically.  
 

 Boolean operators, etc. (handout) return better results. 
 

 Google Scholar – a great resource but … why pay when you 
can get the work for free? 
 

 What is the Kent State VPN, and how can it help me? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But – what about Google?Google has improved dramatically since its inception. Different strategies can help return better results (e.g. Boolean operators).Extra tools like “Google Scholar” allow for more in-depth, scholarly results to be returned.  However - how much are you willing to ‘pay’ for information? Many Google Scholar results require a fee to access.Benefit of being a college student: access to scholarly research accessible on campus and off (through VPN) – best part? You’ve already paid for it!

http://scholar.google.com/
http://www.kent.edu/library/services/offcampus.cfm


 Advisors are typically assigned based on your research 
interests, therefore can aid you in developing your research 
ideas/projects during your program of study.  
 

 Many advisors are considered authorities in their fields. 
 

 Seek out advisors during office hours, or schedule 
appointments or ‘virtual sessions’ regularly. 
 

 Other professors in your discipline are great resources, too. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your advisor is another great resource for you when beginning your search for information. Advisors may give you suggestions of search terms to use that will help you find the best information for your assignment.Advisors are experts in their fields – they can provide valuable insight on where to begin your research (i.e. who are the experts in the field you are researching).Seek out your advisors for help during their office hours, or schedule an appointment to discuss your research.Also, ask your advisor for names of other professors in your field who you may be able to talk with about your research – no use having all these professionals around if we can’t use them for something!



 Meet with a subject librarian in your field regularly. 
 

 Establishing a regular meeting schedule/association with your 
subject librarian may open many research doors. 
 

 Consider the Kent State University Libraries tutorials for 
additional assistance with your research action plan. 

 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Establishing a relationship with your subject librarian early in your academic career is key!Subject librarians can show you different resources for academic research, as well as best practices for using one of the many academic research databases to which Kent State has access.Subject librarians (e.g. Map Library, Fashion Design, etc.) can help direct and guide specific searches.Kent State University Libraries staff members have created many useful tutorials to help you improve your academic research techniques.

http://www.kent.edu/library/about/subject-librarians-by-subject.cfm
http://www.kent.edu/library/about/subject-librarians-by-subject.cfm
http://www.kent.edu/library/about/subject-librarians-by-subject.cfm
http://libguides.library.kent.edu/tutorials


 
 Identify your information need/topic (assigned vs. selected).  

 
 Refine the topic on which you want to find research. 

 
 Put together an action plan for your research. 

 
 If you’re unclear, consult professors/advisor/librarians. 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Consult an advisor for information on experts in the field.Look for key words and phrases related to the field you are researching (including the subject terms used in articles and electronic research databases).Start your search from a common research database (e.g. an Academic Research Database like Academic Search Complete, or Google Scholar).Check references of source articles to find more related articles (Hint: If you see the same article or author referenced across the articles you have found, they are most likely an expert in the field, or have produced a work that is seminal/crucial to research in the field).Stay current (publications within the last 10 years), but don’t forget pioneer works or those scholars who have established the foundation for current research.Choose reliable sources – peer reviewed journals or academic Websites are the best places for information from your field.Verify statistical integrity and methods – if the methodology is flawed, or minimal, the conclusions derived from the methodology may be suspect.Visit current journals in your area for what is being said about your field/research.



 Research action plan (also known as a research strategy): 
 
◦ Identify key words and phrases regarding your topic.   

 
◦ Perform preliminary searches using these words and phrases in research 

databases in your field. 
 

◦ Assess content returned – does it match your needs? Why/why not? 
 

◦ If necessary, refine words and phrases as you continue to do research. 
 

◦ Check references of good results for more resources. 
 

◦ If you get stuck, librarians can help you refine your strategy. 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Consult an advisor for information on experts in the field.Look for key words and phrases related to the field you are researching (including the subject terms used in articles and electronic research databases).Start your search from a common research database (e.g. an Academic Research Database like Academic Search Complete, or Google Scholar).Check references of source articles to find more related articles (Hint: If you see the same article or author referenced across the articles you have found, they are most likely an expert in the field, or have produced a work that is seminal/crucial to research in the field).Stay current (publications within the last 10 years), but don’t forget pioneer works or those scholars who have established the foundation for current research.Choose reliable sources – peer reviewed journals or academic Websites are the best places for information from your field.Verify statistical integrity and methods – if the methodology is flawed, or minimal, the conclusions derived from the methodology may be suspect.Visit current journals in your area for what is being said about your field/research.



 What is a reliable and/or an authoritative source? 
 

◦ Written/created by professionals in the field. 
 

◦ Has date published/created detail. 
 

◦ From professional journals/books/sites. 
 

◦ Reviewed highly by others (in the field or outside). 
 



 Other ways to judge reliability/authority: 
 
◦ Journals/books/materials in your field that have transparent practices and 

high publication standards. 
 

◦ Journals/books/materials in your field recommended by 
professors/advisors/librarians. 

 
 It is good to refer to current materials in the field, but don’t 

forget the role of pioneer works in your research. 
 

 If one or two journals in your field regularly provide useful 
and worthwhile information, consult these regularly. 
 



 Time used efficiently is time saved. 
 

 Academic resources – ‘exhaustive’ can be overwhelming, but 
decide on your resources wisely. 
 

 Tips for decision-making: 
◦ Find ways to limit your search results efficiently (handout). 
◦ Become a self-filterer – which results are MOST related to your topic? 
◦ Assess authority/credibility/reliability/currency of materials. 
◦ Ask “who cites who?” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The life of a college student is busy enough – efficient use of time is key.Scholarly resources (e.g. academic research papers) don’t have to be read cover to cover to be used, or useful!The following tips can help you get the most out of academic works for your research purposes, without burying yourself in reading matter.Often in graduate research, you will be asked to search for information “exhaustively” – this means taking into account the body of research surrounding your topic. However, that doesn’t mean you have to read everything ever written on your topic – that truly would be exhausting! Be mindful in your search for information, and discerning about what makes the cut, as it were.Some tips to consider when deciding on the resources that could be most useful:	We have given you a handout on some search strategy tips that will definitely help you search in a more efficient way for information.	When retrieving results, become a “self-filterer” – after reading through an article’s abstract, introduction, and conclusion, ask yourself – is this article a useful addition to my results, or does it merely confuse the issue? Are the results worthwhile, or are they performed or repeated better, elsewhere?	Don’t forget about the importance of elements such as authority (how “synonymous” is the author/s of this work in this field), credibility (are they a reliable researcher in this field), reliability (is the research/science presented sound?) and currency (if your field is a dynamic and ever-changing one, does the work’s date represent this? The one caveat here is respect for seminal works, some of which may be decades old, but no less relevant than the current material).	Lastly, ask yourself “who cites who?” If the author/s of the work is citing well-known authorities in the field, one could make a fairly educated guess that the work is sound.  However, if you see a number of authors cited who you haven’t heard of, look them up, and see them citing the author you just read (and each other – you’d be surprised how often this happens), be sure to question what you are reading. This hula-hoop citation style doesn’t mean the work isn’t valid – but it should at least ask you to question its validity to the field.



 Three most useful and valuable parts of a journal article. 
 
◦ Abstract: General overview of the article. 
 
◦ Introduction: Why should I care? 
 
◦ Conclusion: Key findings and results. 
 

 Three elements should display ‘usefulness’ of article. 
 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We discussed this in the previous slide, so let’s talk a little more now about the role of the abstract, introduction, and conclusion in pre-screening academic papers for inclusion in your research.The three most useful and valuable parts of any academic paper are the abstract, the introduction, and the conclusion.Abstract: General overview of the articleIntroduction: Why anyone should care about this paperConclusion: Hey findings and results of the research discussed in the paperInstead of gathering a group of research and plowing through every article, read these three key elements first – after reading these elements, you will have a better idea about whether or not the article is useful to you.



 
 While reading:  

 
◦ Take notes. 

 
◦ Highlight major points. 

 
◦ React to what you read. 

 
◦ Construct your own example. 

 
◦ Summarize what you have read in three to five sentences. 

 
 Pro tip: Copy key quotes (WITH CITATION) into a separate 

document – will help you formulate and synthesize argument 



 Books – check out book reviews (many are accessible through 
scholarly databases and are more reliable than Amazon, etc.). 
 

 Online resources – check references, use Google Scholar to 
see how many times the work has been cited and how. 
 

 When in doubt, ask a librarian! 



 MLA, APA and ASA – three common styles 
◦ Writing Commons will provide further assistance 
 

 Purdue OWL for late night assistance 
 

 Writing Commons: 4th floor library 
◦ Biweekly graduate writing workshop – Friday, Oct. 18, 1 to 2 p.m. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Modern Language Association, American Psychological Association, and the American Sociological Association are the three most common citation styles for the social sciences.For more information on how to appropriately apply these styles, buy a copy of the style manuals (available in the KSU bookstore) or visit the Writing Commons.The Purdue OWL service is available online, 24/7Also – please consider the Writing Commons for extra assistance!

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/


 
 Kent State’s policy on academic honesty does not discuss 

INTENT - accidental plagiarism is still plagiarism. 
 

 Academic honesty protects you and your work as well. 
 

 Best practice: Refer back to notes taken while reading to see 
if something ‘you’ said is someone else’s work.  Proactive 
citation is always key in academic writing/research. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Two terms that every graduate student should be familiar with are “copyright” and “plagiarism.”Kent State’s policy on academic honesty does not discuss INTENT – therefore, accidental plagiarism is still plagiarism!Understanding academic honesty and how it affects both you and your work is critical for your research endeavors – both now, and throughout your career.Academic honesty protects you and your work as well.

http://www.kent.edu/policyreg/policydetails.cfm?customel_datapageid_1976529=2037779




 KSU Library homepage: 
 http://www.kent.edu/library/index.cfm 

 
 KSU Library skill modules: 
 http://libguides.library.kent.edu/tutorials 

 
 KSU library VPN information: 
 http://www.kent.edu/library/services/offcampus.cfm 

 
 KSU Academic Honesty Policy: 
 http://www.kent.edu/policyreg/policydetails.cfm?customel_d

atapageid_1976529=2037779 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.library.kent.edu/page/10773
http://www.kent.edu/library/services/offcampus.cfm
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