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PSYCHOLOGY

The undergraduate program in psychology is designed to prepare 
students for either employment in settings requiring behavioral prin-
ciples or admission to graduate study. It is also a liberal studies major. 
Advising can help undergraduates tailor their courses of study to their 
particular interests. Graduate programs prepare students for specific 
professional positions in teaching, research and clinical practice.

The department occupies all three floors of Kent Hall and the Kent  
Hall addition, which contain classrooms, seminar rooms, faculty  
offices, research space, a computer lab and AAALAC approved facil- 
ities for research with small rodents, as well as the Psychological  
Clinic and the Applied Psychology Center.

PrOGram requirementS
All students pursuing bachelor’s degrees at Kent State complete a  
series of Kent Core requirements. Psychology majors take courses in  
the areas of English composition, mathematics or logic, foreign 
language, humanities, fine arts, social sciences and basic sciences. 

The following are the core psychology major courses:

•	 General	Psychology
•	 Quantitative	Methods	in	Psychology	
•	 Research	Methods	in	Psychology
•	 Writing	Intensive	Course	in	Psychology
•	 Child	Psychology	OR
   Psychology of Adjustment
•	 Experimental	Psychology:	Perception	OR
   Cognitive Psychology 
•	 Experimental	Psychology:	Basic	Learning
			 Processes	OR	Biopsychology
•	 Social	Psychology	OR	Personality 

PLUS 8 credit hours of upper-division psychology electives. 
Psychology majors will complement these requirements with a  
variety of other offerings from the department or other academic 
fields. Students must complete a minimum of 121 semester hours  
to	earn	the	Bachelor	of	Arts	degree.	

SPeCiaL DePartmentaL PrOGramS
unDerGraDuate reSearCH
The	Individual	Investigation	and	Undergraduate	Research	courses	
provide students with the opportunity to pursue their own interests  
and learn how psychologists work in research settings. 

Students have received credit for assisting faculty members with 
ongoing research, conducting their own research projects under  
faculty supervision and doing library research projects.

amOnG tHe FaCuLtY
Of	the	30	faculty	members,	all	of	whom	hold	the	Ph.D.	degree,	nearly	all	
publish	original	research.	Many	are	nationally	known	for	the	excellence	
of their work, and their specialties range widely across the various areas 
of psychology. All faculty members teach and supervise students in the 
department’s	programs.	Representative	faculty	and	their	areas	include:

Dr. Douglas L. Delahanty, associate professor, is a biological health 
psychologist whose primary area of interest revolves around predictors 
and correlates of posttraumatic stress disorder in child and adult trauma 
victims. His basic aim is the translation of these findings into clinical 
and pharmacological treatments. He has published a number of journal 
articles and book chapters on these topics and has been the recipient of 
federal and local grant monies.

Dr. John R. Graham, professor, is a clinical psychologist whose  
primary interest is personality assessment. He has authored under-
graduate	and	graduate	texts	on	psychological	testing	and	has	edited	a	

Excellence in Action

COLLEGE	OF	ARTS	AND	SCIENCES	
The	Department	of	Psychology	at	Kent	State	University	offers	the	Bachelor	of	Arts	degree	in	psychology	and	the	Master	of	Arts	and	
Ph.D.	degrees	in	experimental	and	clinical	psychology.	The	clinical	psychology	program	holds	accreditation	from	the	American	
Psychological Association.

Career OPPOrtunitieS 
Psychology is one of the most popular undergraduate 
majors. While many psychology students obtain advanced 
degrees, bachelor’s degree holders have numerous job 
and career options. in the psychological services and 
human services areas, graduates can seek a variety of 
counseling opportunities, including positions in youth and 
camp counseling, crisis intervention, parent counseling, 
case management and gerontology. in addition, positions in 
community activism and education, corrections services, 
health services, social work and the management/directing 
of programs are available. Psychology majors also have many 
opportunities in other areas, such as business and industry, 
community organizations and government agencies. areas 
such as general management/administration, insurance, 
human resources and personnel, placement assistance, sales 
and public relations can all benefit from the skills acquired by 
psychology majors. education represents still another type 
of chance to develop a career, as do a variety of technical 
areas, such as research and development.
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major professional journal on this topic.  
He has collaborated in preparing the up-
dated	revision	of	the	Minnesota	Multiphasic	
Personality Inventory, a personality test  
that is used worldwide.

Dr. David C. Riccio, professor, has pub-
lished	more	than	100	articles	concerning	basic	
research on learning, memory and amnesia. 
He is or has been a consulting editor for four 
major professional journals and a member of 
NIMH	psychobiology	grant	review	panels.	 
Dr.	Riccio	has	served	as	an	officer	of	the	local	
Phi	Beta	Kappa	and	Sigma	Xi	chapter	(science)	
honorary societies. He has received both a 
Kent	State	University	Distinguished	Teaching	
Award	and	a	Distinguished	Scholar	Award.

Dr. Mary Ann Stephens, professor, is a  
social  psychologist interested in the care of  
aged and/or physically impaired people. She 
has published  numerous journal articles and 
book chapters and is an  associate editor for a 
professional journal in the area of aging. She  
has won a national award for mentoring 
psychology graduate students.

Dr. Maria Zaragoza, professor, is a cog-
nitive psychologist. She has been a major 
contributor to research on the suggestibility 
of eyewitness memory in both children and 
adults, as evidenced by her publications 
in edited volumes and leading journals 
in the field. Her research on eyewitness 
suggestibility has been funded by grants  
from	the	National	Institutes	of	Health	and	 
the	National	Science	Foundation.

GraDuate traininG 
For	students	who	wish	to	continue	their	
education,  graduate studies are available 
in	many	areas	within		psychology	(e.g.,	
clinical, cognitive, social, developmental, 
biopsychology, industrial/organizational,  
health	psychology	or	school		psychology).		
Those who attain doctoral degrees are  
usually at an advantage over master’s  
degree holders, particularly for research 
careers or careers as university professors.  
In		addition,	psychology	provides	an	excel- 
lent undergraduate background for such  
fields as law, medicine, the ministry, social 
work, sociology, counseling, recreation,  
gerontology and  several other disciplines.

Career  
OPPOrtunitieS  
WitH aDvanCeD  
DeGreeS in  
PSYCHOLOGY
While	the	doctoral	degree	affords	the	 
highest paid and greatest range of jobs in 
psychology, the number of psychology 
students who pursue a terminal master’s 
degree	has	increased	sixfold	since	1960.	
Approximately	20	percent	of	master’s	
graduates continue their education in  
pursuit of a doctoral degree, and about  
two-thirds of master’s graduates seek 
employment outside of psychology.  
Many	persons	with	master’s	degrees	in	
psychology handle research and data 
collection and analysis in universities, 
government and private companies.  
Others	find	jobs	in	health,	industry	and	
education, the primary work settings for 
psychology professionals with master’s 
degrees.	With	growing	recognition	of	 
the role of psychology in the community,  
more jobs for master’s degree holders may 
become available in community mental  
health centers.

With	a	doctoral	degree,	psychologists	are	
finding increasing opportunities in for-profit 
and self-employment sectors, including, 
but not limited to, health service provider 
subfields, industrial-organizational psychology, 
educational psychology and related fields. 
Roughly	one-third	of	new	doctoral-level	
clinical psychologists, and more than half of 
new	Ph.D.s	in	the	various	research	subfields	 
of psychology obtain academic positions.

aDviSinG  
Advising at the undergraduate and  
graduate level, from the psychology 
department can be very important in 
optimizing students’ preparation.
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For	information	on	all	of	Kent	
State’s degrees and majors, go  
online to www.kent.edu/gps.
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